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    As the helicopter f lew over the horizon to the cheers of students, staff and parents, 
after taking this newsletter’s cover picture, we shared a collective moment of jubilation 
about the school year’s opening term.   
     KBS has begun its 10th anniversary year w ith tremendous gusto, the largest opening 
enrolment in the school’s history and a long list of plans for growth, especially in the 
lives of our students.  To say this w ill be a landmark year should be an understatement. 
     In the June 2008 ‘Griff in News’ I described the importance of 
our school community’s ‘culture’, given the collective dream to 
grow as an outstanding elementary programme, while also 
striving to extend the KBS mission into a thriving high school.  
Well, w e are on our way! 
     With new energy and passion, faculty, staff, alumni, students 
and current parents have taken on the challenge.  New 
prospective families continue to be recommended and brought 
to KBS for tours, which speaks directly to our school’s long-term 
sustainability.  In conjunction with this, parents and alumni have 
thrown their effort into our areas of need over this f irst term. For 
example, a record number of volunteers have come forward to 
help w ith the lunch programme and attend f ield trips.  This is 
alw ays a wonderful support to the school and we welcome anyone interested to contact 
Erin Teas, President of the Parent Council, or their classroom teacher. 

     Through the spring and summer months, we were very 
thankful to a team of alumni parents, lead by Angela 
Gleason , Lisa Macleod and Pat Dasovic , who worked to 
bring us the 1st Annual KBS Golf Tournament held in 
September.  More than 80 people were involved and it was 
an outstanding success. 
     We are also thankful to parents who have come forward 
during the opening term to support our students w ith items 
that were not specif ically in the school’s budget.  The 
Sintons put our school name and website on the bus, 
Geoff Allen built a custom toy box for our recess toys, 
Hubert Belanger built matching cubbies to complete a 

class set for the Grade 3 and 4 area on the second f loor, Patti Corson donated the 
digital camera used to take the pictures on this page, and already funds from the early 
days of the Annual Giving Campaign have gone 
toward the installation of a new class set of full-
size lockers in the Middle School.   
     Participation is one of the themes for this year 
and I urge everyone to help your children thrive 
in our school by volunteering your time, offering 
your skill set, donating items on the wish list 
found on the grade folder page of the website, 
and helping us ‘Target Success’ through your 
involvement in the Annual Giving Campaign.  A 
high participation percentage is a strong 
message about the strength of our community 
and is a vital component for future applications to 
capital foundations. 
     Needless to say, it is very sunny on the KBS horizon and as we move 
through the school year, we remain very thankful to have your support. 
   
 
 

success 

A Message from the Head of School 

It’s Sunny on the Horizon! 

A Challenge! 
Shop and Support 

 
 Parent Counc il is  
putt ing f or th the 
challenge for every KBS 
family to purchase one 
$250 grocery card per 
month for the remainder 
of the school year. If 
120 families participate, 
we can raise $9600 by 
the last day of school. 
We have raised over 
$1500 in the f irst 6 
weeks of the school 
year. Make sure to visit 
the KBS table at the 
Griff in Tidings Holiday 
Event for all your 
holiday shopping cards. 
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A Message from the Assoc ia te  Head of School 

     Several years ago, w e began a 
trial assessment of our Grade Three 
and Six students using the Canadian 
Achievement Test (CAT).  CAT tests 
are nationally normed standardized 
assessments that ref lec t the 
provincial curriculum, and are used 
predominantly  in Independent 
Schools in Ontar io and across 
Canada.   
     We found that the results of these 
tests would help us in monitoring our  
curriculum and predicting patterns of 

learning styles in students, so w e made the decision 
to incorporate this testing into our  May assessment 
process. 
     For the last tw o years, KBS has implemented 
CAT testing for Grades Three to Eight.  This year, 
we have comparative information that is very helpful 
in confirming that our curriculum is extremely strong 
and that our students are performing in the top 
20th percentile of students across Canada and in 
addition, our scores are consistently w ell above the 
Canadian norm.  This is extremely signif icant in 
terms of giving credence to our exceptional 
programming.  
     The information these tests provide us is only a 
snapshot of the entire assessment picture.  
How ever, it does enable us to evaluate our teaching 
resources and our curriculum, and helps us predict 
areas of strengths and w eaknesses in our students.  
This information, along w ith daily formative 
assessment and more in-depth summative 
assessment, assists our teachers in designing 
programmes that promote effective learning on the 
part of our students, thus preparing them 
exceptionally w ell for high school. 
     Why do w e choose to use the CAT tests versus 
the provincial EQAO (Educational Quality and 
Accountability Off ice) testing?  The reasons are 
important.  Provincial EQAO testing takes place only 

in Grades Three and Six at the elementary level.  
These tests are different each year, so there is no 
“apple to apple” compar ison of responses.  EQAO 
testing also takes a great deal of time and both 
students and teachers report signif icant stress in 
preparing for the test and ultimately, in anticipation of 
the results, w hich are subsequently used to rank our  
public schools in Ontario.  In addit ion, tests are 
marked by a team of teachers and can therefore, be 
subject to a lack of consistency and the results are 
not alw ays available to the teachers in a timely 
fashion. 
     Conversely, the CAT tests can be given to Grades 
Three to Eight every year.  The tests are identical, 
computer marked and the results are returned to us 
within a month.  Testing takes approximately 40 to 60 
minutes a day for 4 to 5 days, depending on the 
grade.  We can compare and carefully monitor  
student results on a yearly basis and the tests are 
user and teacher friendly. 
     Needless to say, w e are extremely proud of our 
students, teachers and staff w ho work together to 
deliver our curriculum.  We continue to strive for 
excellence and for all the reasons above, we f ind the 
annual CAT information to be useful and timely.  If  
you w ould like more information about CAT tests, 
please visit the follow ing w ebsite:   
http://www.canadiantestcentre.com/CAT3/CAT3.asp 
     Thank you very much for your continued support of 
our KBS community, programme and in part icular, the 
academic grow th of our students. 
 
We Can, We Will! 
 
Susan Davidson 
 
 
   

                            KBS SCORES ON THE CAT T ESTS!    

KBS Alumni Makes us Proud! 
 

We are pleased to note that Laura Zaghi, Braden Dasovic, Jennifer Crawford, and Carolyn Luczak, all KBS 
graduates, have made the Honour Roll at St. Joseph’s High School.   

We extend our congratulations to you and w ant you to know  how proud we are of you! 
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Calendar of Events 2008-2009 

NOVEMBER APRIL 

19 Griff in Tidings - KBS Holiday Fair 5 ISMF at Roy Thompson Hall 

26 Poinsettia Delivery  10 Good Friday - No Classes 

28 Parent Council Meeting - everyone w elcome 13 Easter Monday - No Classes 

28 Bingo and Pizza Night 5 - 7:30 24 Volunteer Tea 

28 Term End Assembly MAY 

DECEMBER  4 Music Monday 

12 Interview  Day—No Classes 8 Grandparents’ Day 

17 Holiday Musical 9 KBS 10th Anniversary Open House 

19 Holiday Pancake Breakfast 15 Victoria Day Weekend - No Classes 

19 Last Day of Classes - Holidays begin at 11:30 18 Victoria Day Weekend - No classes 

JANUARY  23 KBS Annual Gala 

6 Classes Resume 29 Final Ribbon Assembly 

30 Spirit Day Skating Party 29 Primary Musical 

FEBRUARY  

11 Science Fair at 6:30 1 Sports Day 

13 Mid-Term Break - No Classes 8 Graduation Dinner 

16 Mid-Term Break - No Classes 10 

27 Term End Assembly 11 Last Day of School 

MARCH 12 Prize Day 

12 Last Day of Classes   

30 Classes Resume   

    

JUNE 

Carnival Day 

Thank you to the Parent Council for 
their generous donation of three 

Smartboards.  They are a welcome 
addition to the school! 
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A special thank you to all our donors, sponsors, an d participants who helped to make this 
day such a success! 
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Primary News 

        What an exciting and wonderful start we have had in 
the JK classroom. During the first few weeks of school the 
JK children have been introduced to many new 
experiences.   We have been very busy making many new 
friends in and out of our class.  Once a week we get 
together with the Grade Three class for computer time and 
also with our reading buddies in Grade Four.  With the 
help of buddies we have been able to work together on 
many activities.  Our Grade Four friends helped us with 
patterning in math and we created beautiful bead 

necklaces.  During computer 
time we have learned all the 
different parts of the computer 
and have worked on many 
different educational websites. 
     Already, our class has 
been on two field trips.  We 
have visited the pumpkin 
patch and gone to Gryphon 
Theatre to watch a 
performance of “Jillian Jiggs.”  
For many of the children it was 
their first experience riding on 
a school bus.  During our trip 
to the pumpkin patch, we went 
on a wagon ride, walked 

through a huge corn maze, and learned all about the life 

Junior  K indergarten  -  Jody Boasley and Margaret K ennedy 

reinforce the concepts taught in the Science Centre’s 
programmes.  Before and after the scheduled agenda the 
SK students explored other interactive displays the 
Science Centre had to offer.   
     Special thanks go out to Ms. Delaney, Ms. Clauson, 
Ms. Gundert, Mr. Taylor, Mr. Roye, Dr. Skory, Ms. Gilroy 
and Ms. White who were able to join us on our trips. Their 
energy, enthusiasm, and flexibility with participating in 
activities were greatly appreciated.       

   Since 
completing our 
field trips, 
students have 
displayed an 
increased interest 
in reading in 
general.  
Students have 
been 
independently 
retesting and 
adapting some of 

the experiments demonstrated at the Ontario Science 
Centre.  The students have responded with very 
enthusiastic comments and big thumbs up for both trips!  

Senior  K indergar ten  -  Katharyn Milledge and Liz G odschalk  
       Attending Senior Kindergarten at KBS is a daily 
adventure; however, participating in a field trip is the 
grandest exploration of all.  During the month of October, 
the SK students ventured to two separate field trips aimed 
at enriching the SK language arts and science 

programmes. The first 
journey was to Georgian 
College to see the stage 
production of Julian 
Jiggs and the Pirates .  
After a short bus ride to 
the Gryphon   Theatre, 
the SK’s eagerly waited 
for the dramatic retell ing 
of the Phoebe Gilman 
books: Grandma and the 
Pirates and Pirate Pearl.  

The Senior Kindergarten students were mesmerized by the 
performance, which brought familiar storybook characters 
to l ife right before their eyes. 
     The following day we journeyed to Toronto’s Ontario 
Science Centre for the programmes Liv ing Things and the 
Env ironment  and Simple Machines  which are 
introductions to upcoming Science Units.  Students 
participated in hands-on individual and partner activities to 

School News 

cycle of a pumpkin. It was lots of fun being able to 
participate in role playing the different stages of a pumpkins 
growth.   
     Over the past two weeks our pumpkins have been used 
for many learning activities in the class.  We have been 
very busy weighing, measuring and counting the seeds of 
our pumpkins.  What excitement we had when we found 
out that there were 573 seeds inside our pumpkin. Do you 
know whether pumpkins sink or float?  Ask one of the JK 
children and they will tell you the answer.  
     As the days are becoming colder and shorter, we look 
forward to learning about seasons, holidays around the 
world, family traditions, and one of our favourite units, 
“DINOSAURS.” 
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School News 

Grade One  -  Laure l Mintz 

Primary News 

          It is great for me to be back in Grade One!  We 
have had a w onderful start to our year, and it  feels 
as though Mya, Madison C., Peter, Hannah and Eve 
have been at KBS for ages!  The children are sett led 
into the classroom routines and are enjoying the 
daily ‘Stop, look and listen’ challenge w hich allow s 
them to earn tokens for treats.  
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     The students have completed magazine collages, 
show ing w hat’s important to them, and charts 
indicating the types of clothing and activities 
appropriate for each season. Individual scores are 
improving as the children complete daily timed 
addition and subtraction quizzes.  Each student is 

getting a chance to br ing seven special items in the 
‘Me Bag’ to share w ith the class.  This is a great way 
for the children to bond w ith one another and for each 
one to have a chance to be in the spotlight.    
     We w ere fortunate to attend a stage adaptation of 
‘Jillian Jiggs and the Pirates’ w ith the Primary 
Division at Gryphon Theatre. The children have 
completed large-scale oil pastel draw ings depicting 
their favourite scenes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     The Grade One’s love having visitors and want to 
say thanks to the moms and dads w ho have helped 
us to bake, have read stories to us, and have joined 
us in our ‘out in the hall’ singsongs. 

 Grade Tw o  -  Karen Lyons 
     What a w onderful start to a new school year! The 
Grade Tw o students welcomed a new  student to our 
classroom and w e are all happy to have Cara Harris  
with us.  
     Our year began w ith a Mapping Unit w here the 
students reviewed oceans and continents, cardinal 
directions, and map symbols. We w rapped up the 
unit by going on a treasure hunt to try to locate the 
long, lost treasure of KBS.  
     The students eagerly aw ait the beginning of each 
Math class to see if we will venture onto the Magic  
Learning Carpet, a w onderful kinesthetic learning 
tool. During this f irst term, the students ordered 
numbers, skip counted, and even made up a Magic  
Carpet Dance. 
During Language class, students read various mini-
novels and prepared Book Burgers and Story Maps  
to show their understanding. Many are eager to start 
their “real” novel in second term. 

      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      
     We have also been enjoying our unit on Growth 
and Changes in Animals.  We have discovered how 
animals use the environment to survive, the changes 
that must occur each season in order to survive, and 
simple things that w e can do to help animals. We 
certainly enjoyed our trip to the Toronto Zoo, w here 
the students w ere able to gather f irsthand 
information for their upcoming animal project.  
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   It is hard to believe that the end of the first term is already 
upon us.  It has been interesting watching the students 
adjust to life in Grade Three.  Despite the fact that it is 'only' 
Grade Three to some people, to our class it is their chance 
to be the oldest of the primary grades.  They get to take on 
the responsibility of being the Lunch Room leaders and are 
the oldest students out on the playground during lunch 
recess.  Along with these new leadership roles, comes an 
increase in confidence and pride, which can especially be 
seen on Friday mornings as they all take that extra 
moment to ensure their blazers are on properly. 
     Life in Grade Three has been very busy.  The class has 
been learning about fractions and time in math, has 
reviewed the writing process and has begun to learn about 
the six traits of writing in language.  With the assistance of 
Mrs. Porter, they have also been introduced to literature 
circles.  In Science, the students have been participating in 

several science experiments, 
which have helped them to 
learn about different types of 
forces, direct and indirect 
force, and how to change the 
speed and direction of moving 
objects, just to name a 
few.  They thoroughly enjoyed 
using launch pads to send 
dinky cars zooming across the 
classroom floor and down the 
hallway.  The class also had a 
great time coming up with their 
own design, using paper or 
plastic bags, to slow down the 
speed of a sponge that was 

Grade Three  -  Chr is tine Taylor  

Junior News 

School News 

dropped from the top of a ladder.  
     In Social Studies, the Grade Three’s have been 
learning about mapping and put their knowledge to the test 
on Hallowe'en as they went on a treasure hunt around the 
school.  
     Thanks to the wonderful addition of the Smartboards, it 
has been much easier to teach the students how to use 
Microsoft Word.  To date, they have been practising how to 
change the font, size, and colour of the text.  They wrote 
some beautiful acrostic poems about different animals, 
which they had to type in Word and apply the knowledge 
they have acquired.  In addition to learning how to change 
the text, the students have also begun to learn how to 
import pictures and create borders. 
     The Grade Three students were very fortunate to be 
selected to participate in the Pay It Forward pilot 
project.  Every Grade Three student received a bracelet 
that they very proudly wore for a few days.  They were 
instructed to be on the look out for acts of kindness and if 
they saw one, they were to pass on their bracelet to the 
person performing the act of kindness.  Although at first a 
bit reluctant to pass on their bracelets, pretty soon the 
bracelets were making their way all around the school.  In 
addition to the bracelets, the students were also divided 
into six groups and each group was assigned a teddy 
bear.  The students have been taking turns taking the 
teddy bears home with them and recording in a journal all 
of the acts of kindness that the teddy bear witnesses while 
at home with them. 
     Next term, wil l bring with it more science experiments 
that wil l revolve around our next unit on Plants and Soils in 
the Environment as well as a wonderful unit on Rural and 
Urban Communities. 

Grade Four   -  Deanna Reid 
     Throughout this term, Grade Four students have become 
experts in the field of animal habitats and food chains.  We 
have discovered what habitats provide for animals and what 
happens to a habitat when something is changed.  We have 
also investigated food chains and through a very “hands on” 
activity (dissecting owl pellets), determined that owls have 
some very interesting eating habits.   
     Through further investigations, Grade Four students also 
determined that all animals have special adaptations to help 
them to survive in their environment.  We learned “first hand” 
that an added layer of blubber really does help to keep Arctic 
animals warm and that each type of bird has a different beak 
for a reason.   
     Through playing games and practising with math 
manipulatives (hands on materials), Grade Four students 
have learned about growing, shrinking and repeating 
patterns.  Students even became teachers and shared what 
they had learned with their JK learning partners; teaching 
them how to create patterns.   
     Throughout this term, Grade Four students have even 

practised being politicians, while participating in our 
first debate about the use of plastic water bottles.  I 
think we may have some “budding” advocates in 
Grade Four. We will let you know after our next round 
of debates. 
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     5 – 4 – 3 – 2 – 1… prepare f or take-off!!  The f all term has 
been an ev entf ul one for Grade Six.  We studied the unit, Space, 
and prepared f or a v ery special space mission.  On October 22nd, 
we took the bus to the Ontario Science Centre and experienced a 
hands-on simulation of  a trip to Mars.  The students were div ided 
into two teams.  One team was on the space craft, orbiting and 
ready  to land on Mars to reliev e the existing team.  The other 
team was in Mars Control, having been on Mars f or the past two 
y ears.  The students embraced this experience and completed 
their tasks with maturity  and determination to succeed.  Upon our 
completion of successfully  landing and taking off, our mission 
leader was eager to giv e accolades.  She stated that our Grade 
Six students were better prepared and more successful than 
some of the Grade Nine students she has had in the past.  

Perhaps we hav e 
some future 
astronauts at 
KBS?! 
     In Social Studies 
this fall, we studied 
the First Nation 
Peoples of  Canada.  
The students 
researched and 
constructed an 
early  First Nation 
home, using 
appropriate building 
materials.  They  are 

being display ed in the library f or parents and students to view.  
Each student wrote three researched paragraphs giving 
inf ormation on their constructed homes.  On Nov ember 3rd, a 
First Nations storyteller came to the class.  She told stories to 
the beat of  a drum and shared many  artif acts with the students.  
Students learned how to make dreamcatchers, had a chance to 
try  bannock, and discussed some of  the present issues f acing 
our Native Canadians. 
     The Grade Six class is happy to welcome three new students 
this y ear: Sally  Hwang, f rom Korea, Maddy  Landry , and Ali 
Shourideh-Ziabari.  They  have all settled into KBS with ease, 
and hav e become an important part of  the class.  In fact, we 
don’t remember what it was ever like without them!  We’re so 
glad they joined us! 
     The Grade Six students hav e taken on their roles for 
Community and Service with a vengeance!  We’d like to thank 
Jordan and Olivia Morello (from Grade Six) for their launch of the 
Af ghanistan campaign.  The Grade Six students have taken this 
project quite seriously and have already packed a dozen 
shoeboxes f ull of candy, Kraft Dinner, toothpaste and chewing 
gum – the items that our peacekeepers in Af ghanistan miss the 
most.   Furthermore, Hannah Fletcher and Olivia Morello helped 
out at the Thanksgiv ing dinner put on by  Rosie’s Diner at the 
Busby  Centre.  Outside our classroom, we are starting a 
Community  and Service bulletin board displaying our students 
completing various acts of  kindness.  I’m looking forward to 
seeing what other wonderf ul Community  and Service acts the 
Grade Six students contribute to outside of KBS. 
 

School News 

Grade Five  -  Meghan Hall 
  The f uture politicians of Barrie have been displaying their 
political acumen over the past sev eral weeks, as we hav e been 
learning about many different f acets of the Canadian Gov ernment.  
During the f ederal election campaign, we were delighted to 
welcome candidates from the Green, Liberal, NDP, and 
Conserv ativ e parties.  Each candidate discussed the main 
platf orm of his/her party and why  s/he entered politics.  Using 
Microsof t Publisher, students created an inf ormational brochure 
on one of  these political parties, including f acts about the party 
leader, local candidate f or our riding, and the major platf orm 
issues.  On October 14th, the Grade Fiv e class ran the KBS polling 
station.  Once again, the outcome of the KBS election predicted 
the official election results! 
     Students created a poster on one of Canada’s Prime Ministers.  
During our “Mocktail Party at 24 Sussex Drive”, each student took 
on the role of  the P.M. that s/he had researched, introducing him/
herself  along with his/her greatest accomplishments while in 
Office.  To consolidate learning, students wrote a formal letter to a 
politician using knowledge of Canadian Gov ernment.  Most 
students opted to write to Stephen Harper, expressing their 
opinions about political issues.  We hav e our fingers crossed that 
we will receiv e a letter in return from the Office of  the Prime 
Minister! 
     As an introduction to our Science unit, Properties of and 
Changes in Matter, students used an inquiry  model to inv estigate 
the characteristics of solids, liquids, and gases to determine a 
def inition of each state of matter.  To clearly demonstrate changes 
of state, students explored heat loss and heat gain through 

v arious experiments and designed an insulated container.  To 
test the insulating dev ices, we made hot chocolate and recorded 
the temperature at timed intervals for ten minutes.  We explored 
a f ew non-rev ersible chemical changes by roasting 
marshmallows, making raisins “dance”, and causing a f ew 
eruptions when vinegar and baking soda were combined. 
     The highlight of this Science unit was solv ing “The Mystery of 
the Unknown Powder”.  Students applied what they had learned 
about rev ersible, physical changes, and non-reversible, chemical 
changes by  conducting tests on three unknown powders.  Mr. 
Rodf ord, Miss Davidson and Mrs. Jenkins were suspected of 
stealing the Griffin statue.  By collecting powder samples f rom 
each suspect and testing them, students discov ered that Mrs. 
Jenkins was guilty.  When presented with our test results, Mrs. 
Jenkins conf essed to taking the Griffin because it is a pain to 
dust!  The Grade Five’s ensured the safe return of  the statue to 
its rightf ul place in the Library. 
    

Junior News 

Grade Six  -  Carr ie  Lane 

Middle School News 
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Grade Seven  -  D iane FitzGera ld & Ellen Wells  
Middle School News 

School News 

     The Grade Seven class has had an action packed 
start to the year.  In September, the students visited 
Sainte Marie Among the Hurons, in Midland, as part of 
their History programme.  They examined the roots and 
culture of an early settlement in our region.  They 
determined what changes resulted from the interaction 
among First Nations peoples and the French settlers.  
There was great fun to be had as the students 
interviewed historical re-enactors and participated in a 
number of hands on activities including quil l writing and 
fire building.  They even had a chance to challenge each 
other in a game of lacrosse.  
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     In Language, the students have had an opportunity to 
read a variety of short stories throughout the first term.  
Narrative styles included realism, science fiction, 
su spense, and humour.  They examined short story 
elements such as plot, setting, character, and point of 
view.  They analyzed suspense, dialogue, and sentence 
variety.  They also learned to create their own short 
stories, including a memory story and a point of view 
narrative.   
     The students are presently completing a crime scene 
investigation unit.  They are studying the mystery genre.  
They have read a mystery novel, and are creating a 
Power Point presentation of their novel.  Technology is 
integrated into our programme, and provides the 
students with a creative way of applying and presenting 
their skil ls.  They will soon begin writing their own 
mysteries, which will be 
displayed in the halls of 
KBS.  As part of this 
integrated unit, the 
students are studying 
substances and 
mechanical mixtures as an 
introduction to chemistry.  
They have been spending 
many classes in the 

science lab 
experimenting and 
discovering with different 
lab techniques.   In Art, 
the students are learning 
to become criminal 
sketch artists.  As the 
culminating task for this 
unit, the students will use 
their knowledge of 
mystery and science to 
solve a crime scene 
investigation mystery, 
here at KBS – Who done 
it??  We’ll see! 
     The Grade Seven class followed the federal election 
closely this term.  They examined various types of media and 
discussed the tactics and consequences of the different 
campaign ads.  They became familiar with each party’s 
platform, and had an opportunity to meet representatives from 
our riding.  The students became very informed and asked 
each candidate excellent questions.  They then took what 
they learned from the federal election, and participated in an 
election for student mayor.  The Grade Seven class became 
the Yellow Riding.  The class nominated Brendan FitzGerald 
and Sarah Jane Wyatt to run for leaders of their riding.  Both 
Brendan and Sarah Jane worked hard to prepare and present 
excellent speeches for their classmates.  Both of these 
students did an outstanding job.  Their platforms were 
thoughtful and achievable.  The Grade Seven class was 
pleased to announce that Sarah Jane Wyatt will be 
representative of the Yellow Riding.  We wish her luck with 
her campaign, and will be behind her all the way to the final 
election day, on November 13th.  The Middle School student 
elected as student mayor, will represent KBS at city council 
during three council meetings in April and May, at Barrie City 
Hall. 
     By mid-November, the students will begin a War and 
Remembrance Unit, through which they will examine the 
consequences of intolerance and the importance of 
intercultural awareness.  Please make sure to come to our 
Middle School Poetry Café in January.  The students will have 
completed an exciting unit called “Legends of Lost Poetry” 
and will have several great pieces of work they will want to 
share with you. 

     In closing, I would like to 
add that Mrs. Wells and Mrs. 
FitzGerald are available most 
days at 8 a.m., at recesse s, 
and by appointment after 
school, for any students who 
wish to come in for an extra 
challenge in Math, or extra 
assistance if they are 
experiencing difficulty. 



10 

 

Middle School News 

School News 

Grade Eight  -  Nick  Powell 

     What do the Golgi apparatus, population pyramids, Prime Minister Laurier 
and a dance all have in common?  Ask a Grade Eight what they been studying 
and organising this term, and you’ll have the answer. It has been a busy and 
varied f irst term in Grade Eight! 
     Cells, Tissue and Organs have been the focus of the science studies w ith 
the students learning a great deal.  Their large and colourful representations of 
cells have been on display outside our classroom and we have had 
opportunity to study some cells under the microscopes in the lab.  Potato cells 
underwent some shrinking and expanding as students immersed them in a 
variety of solutions in order to study osmosis.  
     Geographically, Grade Eight has been looking at patterns in the world’s 
population.  They have developed a good understanding of how and why communities develop in a range of 
situations and sites around the world.  Using their growing knowledge of this topic, they have each been able to 
think critically as they have produced some illuminating plans and maps that depict their ideal communities.  There 
are some budding urban planners in Grade Eight.  

     History has seen us focussing on the social and economic changes that 
occurred in Canada during the late 19th and early 20th centuries.  Studying this 
period now has dove-tailed nicely w ith the geography, as they both deal with 
the growing population and urbanization of Canada.  Similarly, as students 
studied the political manoeuvring of Laurier in the late 18th century, they had 
chance to listen to the words of current politicians during the recent election 
campaign.  The visiting candidates, from each of the four main parties, helped 
to bring the subject to life.  Class discussion showed that students were able to 
relate their historical studies to the present day, as they listened to different 
platforms being presented. 
     The issue of what can, and should be done to help reduce the human 
impact on the environment was hotly debated during the time when the political 

candidates were visiting.  Grade Eight students discussed and asked questions of the politicians, and researched 
the idea of a Carbon Tax being part of the solution.  Opinions within the class were clearly divided and strong 
arguments were made by those in favour of such a tax and those opposed to it.  We have some emerging 
politicians in Grade Eight. 
     One thing each of the Grade Eight students agrees upon whole heartedly is that the new interactive Smartboard 
is a fantastic addition to the learning tools available to us in KBS.  The Smartboard is now fully operational and has 
immediately become an integral part of virtually every lesson.  With the immense variety of built-in tools and 
f lexibility this piece of technology brings into the classroom, each subject taught is enhanced and taken beyond the 
confines of a text book.  Using the Internet upon the large interactive screen, students have collectively put organs 
into virtual models, observed changes in population trends, and accessed a variety of animated learning websites.  
Interaction is learning by practical participation. 
     This past term, Grade Eight has had a valued, and now sorely missed, 
extra student.  Antoine, a French exchange student, who had been staying 
with Curtis Cook, became an integral part of the class and the school as a 
whole.  He settled in beautifully and immediately became one of the ‘gang’.  
Antoine thoroughly enjoyed his time in Canada and was particularly 
saddened to leave KBS.  All of the Grade Eight students intend to stay in 
touch w ith him. 
     All the students have worked extremely hard this term and will 
undoubtedly continue to strive for excellence, both academically and in their 
collective and individual leadership roles. 
     Should any student want some extra support or guidance in any subject, 
I am available before school each day and at most morning recess times. 
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“Leadership and learning are indispensible to each other.” 

  -John F. Kennedy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

THE 2008/2009 LEADERSHIP TEAM 

Back:  Ms. Davidson, Mr. Powell, Chris Nordholm, Alex Recio, Zach Moro, Matthew DiLeo, Jakob 
McCarthy, Donna Pinder, Jessica Kennedy, Courtney Yanch, John Joseph Mitchell, Mr. Rodford. 
Middle:  Julia Tramer, Irina Faifman, Keith Walter 
Front:  Dan Draper, Ami Powell, Eri Nishimura, Hayden Ginsberg, Curtis Cook, Antoine Iamurri 
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School News 

French News 

Julie Corbeil—JK, SK, 6, 7, 8 
     Our younger students amazed Madame Corbeil w ith their French abilities…   
      

     The Junior Kindergarten class met Michel, our friend the puppet, and they have been singing and dancing 
while learning greetings, colours and numbers. 

     The Senior Kindergarten class show ed their enthusiasm w hile 
working on new  concepts, such as asking and answ ering questions 
with complete sentences.  Bravo les amis ! 
     Our Middle School students impressed Madame as w ell.  Since the 
beginning of our school year, the Grade Six class demonstrated 
outstanding listening and speaking skills.  All of them diligently w orked 
on their unit topic, “Mes passe-temps,” and displayed great interest 
about everyone’s personal hobby. 
     The Grade Seven class displayed great reading comprehension 
abilities, and achieved excellent results w orking on their  f irst term 
subject: “La mode.”  They created an original personal project that 
presented their unique fashion style. 
   

     Our oldest students, the Grade Eight class, completed their w ritten w ork w ith confidence.  The focus of our 
unit w as on friendship, and the students expressed themselves very well.  They exchanged ideas and 
opinions, enabling them to reflect on this important teenage matter. 
      
Excellent travail, excellent effort! 

 

     The Grade One class is learning the play “La Poule Maboule”.  The students are having lots of fun 
rehearsing their play w ith their classmates, w hile using their puppets. 
     The Grade Tw o students have been busy making masks and practising their play “Boucles d’or et les trois 
ours”.  They have also been writing original sentences and sharing them w ith their classmates.  C’est 

fantastique!   
      
     The Grade Three students w ere excited presenting “Les trois petits cochons”.  
Each student added their ow n personal touch of humour and acting skills “en 
français seulement”.  They learned to dance along w ith the song “Qui a peur du 
méchant loup”. 
     
 
 

      The Grade Four students are living an African adventure w ith the play 
“L’arbre Ungali”.  In this unit, the students are continuing to increase their 
vocabulary in French w hile learning about a different culture.  They are w riting 
complete sentences by putting the w ords in order. 

      
 
     The Grade Five students are demonstrating 
their w riting skills and know ledge w ith the unit “Chat Angora”.  They are enjoying 
writing their crazy sentences using the vocabulary from the play, French and 
English dictionaries and simple language structures. 

Sandra Poirier - Grades 1 - 5 
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School News 

        The fall term is always very busy in the instrumental 
music classe s, as the returning students “tune up” their 
instruments and new students make their first sounds.  As 
KBS begins its 10th year, it is exciting to see all of the 
growth in the instrumental program.   
     For the first time this year, we are welcoming two new 
instruments to our musical family, two French Horns 
(played by Adrian Cook and Sophie Gwin in Grade Five), 
and the Baritone Saxophone (the largest and lowest 
member of the saxophone family), played by Julia Tramer 
in Grade Eight.  As the student body of KBS has grown, so 
has the ability to explore new musical avenues in our 
program.   
     The last ten months of research and planning have also 
resulted in the introduction of “SmartMusic” technology to 
enhance student asse ssment in the instrumental music 
program.  With this technology, the students will be able to 
receive in real time on the computer, detailed feedback on 
their performance.  “SmartMusic” actually asse sses 
student performance on screen.  The Middle School 
students will be working with this technology this fall.  This 
program additionally has a music library of over 30,000 
titles with full accompaniments to enhance the practice 
experience.  Further information is available at http://
www.smartmusic.com.  I am looking forward to the ways in 
which it can enrich the musical experiences of the KBS 
students. 

     One of the challenges to new students is beginning an 
instrument when your classmates have significantly more 
experience.  This year, Friday morning recess has been 
dedicated to providing extra support to these students 
outside of the regular class time.  This time is also open to 
any student that needs extra coaching.  Extra help is also 
available Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday after school.  
     The KBS instrumental ensembles will be beginning their 
performance season this month.  I am looking forward to a 
great year of music making!  
   

Music News 
Instrumenta l Music   -  Ellen Wells  

Vocal M usic   -  Kar lene Fletcher  
     I am also very excited about the Grade Eight 
leadership team this year.  We have an amazing group 
of students who are ambitious, creative and ready to 
grow as leaders.  It is not only a pleasure getting to 
know  these students but to imagine that they w ill be 
representing our school as graduates for years to come, 
we should be very proud!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Until the snow begins again, 
Mrs. K. Fletcher 
Vocal Music SK- Grade 8 
Leadership Team 2008 

     As I write this, I am watching snow fall outside my 
window.  Time is passing so quickly, I can hardly 
believe it.  Music has a way of helping me keep track of 
the season.  The Primary Choir has square danced as 
they sang “The Harvest Jamboree”; eerily boogied to 
the “Boo Boo Boogie” to help a ghost f ind his boo; and 
soon we will be preparing for Christmas and the Holiday 
Concert. 

     One of the highlights 
of this fall has been to 
watch the presentations 
of the Grade Seven 
students.  Each student 
researched their 
relatives to discover the 
music trends that helped 
shape their families.  
Music was represented 
from the 1930’s to the 
present.  Presentations 
also included family 
members living outside 
of North America, 
drawing interesting 
parallels and contrasts. 
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School News 

Art News  -  Cindy Kay 
     Clay, clay, and more clay.  The start of the year has been fi lled with the students creating various pieces of pottery.  
We have been so blessed to have Lynne Butler at Creative Cafe allow us to use her kiln to fire the pottery.  
     Students in Grade Four  used clay to create one section of a totem pole.  Totem poles are an art form most often 
found in the western parts of Canada.  The students learned that the chief of the tribe was the one who decided what 
images would be carved on the pole.  They saw pictures of the men carving the wooden pole with chisels, adzes and 
other woodworking tools.  We visited a website that depicts a modern day group of students creating their own totem.  
Here is the link if you'd l ike to visit the site.  http://www.ssd.k12.ak.us/PHS/web2005/totempole/photos.html.   
     Students rolled out a slab of clay that they used to wrap around a section of PVC pipe.  Pieces were sculpted and 
attached to the cylinder of clay to form animal figures.  Once the pieces have been fired, the students will be painting 
their pieces in a Monochromatic colour scheme.  Keep an eye out for the finished pieces in the library. 

     Grade Fiv e  is the one and only class that did not start the year with clay, but they 
will get to it soon.  Creating a figure that is in proportion and in motion can be quite 
difficult.  At this developmental stage the students tend to draw arms and legs that are 
missing joints and are too short.  The head is usually large and circular sitting on a 
skinny little neck, if there is a neck at all.  The students were taught the proportion of the 
body using the head as the measuring tool.  They were given the opportunity to make 
observations of their fellow students to figure out the size of the various body parts in 
relation to the head.  For example, the length of the torso from the shoulders to the 
waist is two heads in length.  The students used black paper to cut out an oval head.  
They then used the head as their measuring tool to figure out the size of the rest of the 
body parts.  Once all of the pieces had been cut the students selected a picture of an 

Olympic athlete.  They arranged their pieces to emulate the gesture of the figure in the picture.  The students applied 
complementary colours to their work.  One colour was used as the background colour, while the other colour was used 
for clothing or athletic equipment.  Check out the display in the hall by the Parent Council office. 
     First Nations Pottery was the focus for the Grade Six  class.  The students learned about clay and the purpose it 
served in making pottery for a First Nation's home.  They were introduced to the various stages of clay and the tools 
used to work the clay.  Various pictures and examples of First Nations pottery were shown to the students depicting 
simple carved patterns and designs.  During the planning stage, the students sketched designs of pottery they would like 
to create that would serve a specific purpose.  Patterns were explored and chosen to adorn each individual's piece.  The 
students used the pinch and coil techniques to build their pottery.  Natural objects were used to create the patterns 
ranging from rocks and shells, to cedar branches and twigs.  The students will complete their pieces with a stain to 
further emulate the look of First Nations pottery.    
     Grade Seven  students have constructed cylinders integrating a chosen animal.  The 
students learned what a slab of clay is and how to use the thickness strips to create an even 
thickness slab. Each student wrapped their clay around a can or PVC pipe to build the basic 
cylinder shape.  Forms such as a sphere and a coil were created to build the basic forms of 
each animal.  The students learned how to attach clay pieces to each other using the score 
and slip technique.  Many students added details to create a setting as well as textures and 
details on the animal.  Haiku poems about the animal on their pot will be created with Mrs. 
FitzGerald which will be written on the finished pottery.   
     Grade Eight  students created symmetrical bowls or platters.  The Principle of Balance 
was introduced where the students learned about bi-lateral symmetry and radial symmetry.  
Each student chose a type of symmetry they wished to use for their pottery.  A stencil was 

created in the same manner that you would make a snowflake.  
Each student used their stencil to cut out the unique edged slab of 
clay and proceeded to drape the clay over a plaster mold.  To enhance the look of the pottery 
and make it more functional was the next step.  Some students added texture, feet, pedestal 
base, cut outs, and designs.  Glaze will be added once the pottery has been fired.  
     The Grade Eight  students have also been working on a Claymation unit.  Each student 
plays a role in the production.  The purpose behind each production is to present a KBS rule.  
Students are creating storyboards, character sketches showing movement and emotion, 
backgrounds, props, and the plasticine character.  Movie Maker is the software we will be 
using to build the presentation.  Sound, narration, and/or music will also be added.  The 
project is very labour intensive and will give the students a greater appreciation for such 
productions as Wallace and Gromit, Flushed Away, and Chicken Run.  All of the finished 
projects wil l be presented at an assembly.   
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School News 

KBS WINS FIRST EVER C.I.S.A.A. SCHOOL TITLE IN U10 BOYS CROSS-COUNTRY 
 
     With the start of a new school year in September, also came the start of new athletic teams at KBS.  At KBS 
this year, we had over 25 students participate on the cross-country team, a U14 soccer team and a U12 soccer 
team.  
     The KBS cross-country team had a very strong season right from the start.  The students had a number of 
strong performances at both of their invitational meets.  The last race of the season was the Conference of 
Independent Schools Athletic Association Championship meet that w as held at Trinity College School in Port 
Hope on Oct. 21st.  With w eather that included freezing temperatures, rain, snow  and mud, the cross-country 
team came through w ith some amazing results! 
     For the f irst time in the 10 year history of KBS the U10 Boys’ cross-country team brought home a C.I.S.A.A. 
championship trophy.  The team w as represented by Cole Greig (3rd), Matthew  Legallais (14th), Connor Woolsey 

(15th), Nick Jadidi (16th), and Iain Quayle (25th). The boys f inished an amazing 
f irst overall out of 12 competing teams.   
     With 125 girls participating in the U10 girls race, Brooke Houghton f inished 
37th and Avondale Nixon f inished 38th. The U12 girls w ere lead by Krista Murdoch 
with a 4th place f inish and the team placed 8th overall. The U14 girls saw  Jessie 
Kennedy f inish 17th and Alex Recio f inish 32nd.  
     In the U12 boys’ division, Dhruv Krishnan f inished 52nd  and Vandan Patel 
crossed the line in 65th place out of 115 runners.  The U14 boys’ race had John 
Jospeh Mitchell f inishing in 24th  place and Sam Greer in 25th . The U14 boys’ 
team placed a remarkable 6th overall.  
     The U14 soccer team played six games in their fall 

season and f inished w ith a record of 4-1-1. The team w as represented with some 
exceptionally strong play from Connor Michaud in net, John Joseph Mitchell at mid-f ield 
and both Natasha Webber and Alex Recio displaying their “Golden Boots” at the striker 
position. 
     The U12 soccer team demonstrated a valiant effort during their regular season. 
Although they f inished their season w ith a 0-5 record, the team continued to improve as 
the season progressed and lost their last tw o games of the season by a single goal to both 
Kingsw ay College School and Upper Canada College.  A few of the stand-out players on 

the U12 team this year include Biliw al Singh in net, Dhruv  
Krishnan on defence and Carter Peirone at the striker  
position. 
     The Grade Eight class has been participating in a number  
of activities during their Physical Education classes.  They have been outside on the 
f ield learning how  to play f lag football and continuing to develop their soccer skills 
and game strategies.  The Grade Eight students have also been very active in their 
f itness unit.  They have been improving their f itness through f itness challenges both 
in the gym and out on the f ield.   

Sports News  -   Craig Johnson 

U10 Champions! 

The following is a letter sent to the school from p arents of Avondale Nixon after watching her  
first cross-country competition:   

     We want to acknowledge Kempenfelt Bay School students for their admirable behaviour at Wednesday’s Cross Country 
Meet in Toronto.  I was particularly impressed with the way they were “Athletes of Character”…Respectful, Caring, Empathic, 
Responsible, Inclusive, and VERY Positive and Encouraging with one another.  We observed older students encouraging 
and applauding younger runners, and younger students keen to cheer with enthusiasm for the older students on the 
team.  “GO KBS” was chanted with pride and observers quickly knew that KBS was a school with heartfelt school spirit. 
     We appreciate the coaches…for their time to train and their patient encouragement of their athletes… ALL the runners 
were appreciated and celebrated. 
     Keep up the great work KBS students and congratulations for not only running your very best, but showing GREAT 
CHARACTER! 
Sincerely, (Dr.) Dale & (Mrs.) Susan Nixon 
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School News 

Library Resource News  -  Sandi Porter  

What’s new in the Resource Centre? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
 
                            
 
 
 

     Once again our Resource Centre continues to be a busy place. All the classes are enjoying getting back to the 
routine of taking books out to read in their leisure time at home.  Please take the time each day to sit down with your 
child and read. Even though your child may be able to read on his or her own, it is sti ll  important that you read aloud to 
them.  Choose a book that is one or two grade levels above their ability. In this way you are developing their skills and 
encouraging a love of the written word.  The children often say how much they enjoy when their parents read to them 
with expression and enthusiasm.  If you would like some suggestions about good books to read aloud, just email me or 
catch me in that halls and I wil l be glad to offer some suggestions. 
     Check out this website for all you need to know about books for your kids!  http://nancykeane.com/rl/ 

Book Fair 
     Our Scholastic Book Fair was held on October 8th, 9th and 10th, 
and was once again a resounding success.  Thank you for supporting 
the book fair as the school benefits a great deal. We use the profits to 
buy books and materials for the library and for the classrooms. 

Battle of the Books 
     We started the year off with twenty-seven students wishing to be part of Battle of the 
Books this year.  For various reasons, this list has whittled down to about sixteen, twelve 
of whom will eventually go on to the battles in the first week of May.  To that end, we have 
been reading and memorizing authors.  We meet each Tuesday at 12:30 pm in the library 
to discuss books, quiz on authors and battle. 

Election 2008 
     This year, the Grade Five class and the Middle School took a keen interest in the federal election held on October 
14th.  All four local candidates visited the school and spoke with the students about their party’s platforms and the issues 
involved in the election.  The students showed a keen interest in the election process and asked insightful, intelligent 
questions of the candidates.  All candidates were very impressed with the knowledge of our students. 
     It’s so good to see that the students read the newspapers and discuss the issues at school and at home. Please 
encourage your children to continue to keep up with current events. 
     We will be involved in the Student Mayor program at City Hall this year.  Students from Grades Six, Seven and Eight 
have put their names forward to compete for the title of KBS Student Mayor. Dhruv Krishnan, Hannah Fletcher, Brendan 
Fitzgerald, Sara Jane Wyatt and Curtis Cook will present their speeches to the Middle School classe s and then we will 
elect our first student mayor.  Our student mayor will attend City Hall sessions in April and May. 

Volunteers  
     The library depends on the volunteers who help out with cataloguing, shelving 
and preparing books for circulation.  Thanks to the Moms who show up regularly to 
help to keep the library running smoothly: Mrs. Wyatt , Mrs. Carlson . Mrs. Greer , 
Mrs. Jones and Mrs. Allen . 

     It is our goal to make sure that the students at KBS are developing effective research 
skil ls.  To this end, we are learning to gather information from print material – books and 
encyclopaedias, before we go to the internet for information.  If your child has a project and 
needs information, consider taking him or her to the Barrie Public Library to get information 
on the topic.  Their collection is huge and the childrens’ l ibrarians are very helpful. 

And Finally…  
 

“The more you read, the more things you’ll know.  T he more that you’ll learn the more 
places you’ll go.” 

-Dr. Seuss 
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From the Advancement Officer (AO) 
 

     Who is the AO and w hat does she do?  The very f irst question my youngest son 
and a few  of his friends asked me w as “What do you do now ?”  I knew  they were 
looking for a simple answ er and something they could understand, so I said “ I w ill 
help to make your school bigger and better than it is today.”  They seemed to be 
happy w ith that answ er, as long as there w as still going to be Carnival and Pizza 
Days. 

     I am very pleased and excited about my new  position as Advancement Off icer. Thanks to all of you for 
your kind w ords, best w ishes and Congratulations.  KBS is a w onderful community and I am very thankful to 
be a part of it and for everyone’s continued support. 
     My goal is to nurture the w onderful traditions and involvement w e have at KBS, from both current and 
alumni families. With a strong community and supportive culture anything is possible. As w e look to the 
future, it is exciting to be a part of a grow ing f ixture in Barrie, w hile helping to shape the evolution of our 
school and its grow ing enrolment.  If  w e believe in “I Can I Will”, only grand things can happen and be 
passed onto our children and the future students of our school. 
     I am honoured and grateful for the opportunity to help nurture our w onderful traditions and grow an 
outstanding school. I look forward to many new  ‘friend raising’ events, new  adventures and building and 
spreading the w ord about our community at KBS. 
����
 
Pat Dasovic 

Advancement 

�   Targeting Success!  �     
 KBS' 10th Anniversary Annual Giving Campaign  

  
Our Goal:  100% participation from faculty, staff, the Board of Directors, Parent Council executive, alumni and current 
parents/guardians. 
  
Ev ery gift counts, regardless of the amount!   High participation statistics allow us to approach foundations and trusts 
for fundraising opportunities.  All funds raised go directly back to our students. 
  
Each Grade is working toward the centre of our targ et; 'KBS Student Success'.   Watch for the progress on the 
poster in the reception area of the school, as we strive for our goal.  
  
Thank you very much to the members of our community who have already participated.  The students of KBS greatly 
appreciate your involvement! 



18 

 

Parent Council News 

     What’s happening in the Parent Council Office?  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

                                      PC Council fo r 2008/2009 
President/Shop and Support Coordinator - Erin Teas 
Vice President/Milk Program Coordinator - Mary Louise Mac Isaac 
Past President - Pat Dasovic 
Treasurer - Debbie Blechta   Secretary - Kelly Fletcher   
Lunch Program Coordinator - Lorna Allen Historical Committee - Marianne Surmann 
Pizza - Diana Meneguzzi   Bake Sale - Laura Roye  
Athletic Wear/Used Clothing/Grade Parent Rep Coordinator - Liise Keeling 
    

A Note from the President 
I want to thank everyone for a wonderful Term 1.  We had a very smooth functioning PC office, thanks to the wonderful 
volunteers who dedicate so many hours each week to our school. I was happy to welcome several new family 
volunteers to our office.  If you are interested in volunteering for different events please stop by at the Parent Council 
office; we are always looking for dedicated parents to help out. If you have any suggestions for new and unique Friend
-raising nights, please drop Parent Council an email at pcouncil@kempenfeltbayschool.ca. 
 
Thank you again, and I hope to see you all at the Griffin Tidings Holiday Event! 
Erin Richea-Teas 

Gift Wrap Fundraiser 
Thank you all for your gift wrap orders; we have raised over 
$2000 from this new venture. The gift wrap shipment will 
arrive in mid-November in time for all your holiday wrapping 
needs. 

Poinsettia Sales 
Poinsettia orders are right around the corner. What a 
wonderful way to decorate for the holiday season. This 
is another fantastic fundraiser for the Parent Council. 
Don’t forget to place your corporate orders for your 
office. Order forms will be available in your Thursday 
folder on November 6th and they are due back by 
November 18th.  The poinsettias will be ready for pick up 
at KBS on November 26th. 

Athletic Wear 
KBSPC has introduced some new exciting items to our 
school store. We are now sell ing KBS branded stainless 
steel water bottles in two sizes, as well as baseball caps, 
long sleeve cotton shirts and hoody sweatshirts.  Please visit 
the Parent Council office to place your orders, or check out 
the display cabinet in the front hall. 

Lunch Program 
Term 2 lunch menu planning is in the works. We are 
excited to offer new lunch items and more choices for 
the coming term. New lunch forms will be in the 
Thursday folder on Nov 6th to be returned to the PC 
office by November 14th. 

Griffin Tidings Holiday Ev ent   
Anticipation is growing for KBS’ 3rd annual Griffin Tidings Holiday 
Event here at KBS on November 19th from 3 - 7 pm. We have over 
25 vendors registered, featuring fabulous gifts and unique 
jewellery.  Make sure to invite your friends and family to this 
shopping extravaganza. 

Upcoming Friend-Raising Events   
Mark your calendars for Friday November 28th 5 – 7:30 pm, for our first ever KBS Family Bingo and Pizza Night!   

Look for upcoming details in your Thursday family folders. 
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 Alumni News 

Thank you to Alex McLeod for presenting this inspiring speech at the June 2008 Prize Day: 

 I CAN, I WILL. These four words have been the fund amental building blocks for my elementary 
years at Kempenfelt Bay School and my successful ye ars at St. Joan of Arc. I plan to keep these words 
close to my heart in my entire future to come. 

Hello my name is Alex McLeod and I am a graduate of the class of 2005.  It was at the beginning of my 
Grade Six year that the large reality became apparent to my parents and I that the school I was presently 
attending was not going to be able to academically challenge me in the ways I needed to be challenged.  
Within the next few months the decision was made to transfer to KBS.  Looking back on that decision, it was 
the smartest, and most successful choice that my parents and I have ever made. 

The four word motto that we have all to come to know and love, I CAN, I WILL, is the foundation for not 
only every individual student that attends KBS but also the entire schools way of life and outlook on education 
and learning. When I first began my life at KBS, I was shy, and quiet with l ittle self-esteem and confidence.  As 
months passed I slowly became a blossoming student. From playing the violin with Mrs. Mintz at Friday 
morning assemblies to presenting class speeches, I grew not only as a student at KBS but also as an 
individual. 

As Grade Eight rolled around and the entire class prepared to graduate and enter a whole new chapter 
of our l ives, I knew deep down that I would be able to succeed in anything as I had the teachings of KBS 
behind me. It was decided by both my parents and I that I would transfer into the regular high school system 
after graduating. I enrolled in St. Joan of Arc, a newer high school with about 1200 students. Entering high 
school was a huge change for me. As I like to put it, it is like moving from a quite back road in the country to a 
fast moving highway in the city. The acceleration is intimidating but exciting at the very same time. Like 
everything else in life, I have set out to achieve everything that has been put in front of me through my high 
school years. In my grade nine year I was an ambassador for the school as I traveled with the head guidance 
councillor to talk to local Grade Eight students about the transition to high school.  I was also part of a new 
program called the Character Through Action, which acts as a role model for students around the school, 
supporting good behaviour and characteristics. It was in my Grade Ten year that I was elected the Vice 
President of this committee.  

I have achieved academic success in school. My success could not have been possible without the 
constant support and fundamental teachings of time management, organization and the love of learning, which 
KBS has given me.    

As my Grade Eleven year comes to a close and I plan to enter Grade Twelve next September, my life 
will soon flip to a new chapter as I begin the application process for university. With my strong desire to be an 
elementary teacher, I have been looking at the Concurrent Education Program, a newer program that enables 
you to be involved within the classroom as an assi stant within your first year. Without the support and 
teachings of KBS, I would have never been able to choose my life’s path. With my high hopes of teaching in 
the independent school system after receiving my degree, I continue to encourage myself to work hard and 
stay focused. With I CAN, I WILL imprinted within my mind, I remind myself and hope to remind everyone here 
today that if we set our mind to something and believe that we can conquer our goals, it will be achieved.  
 To the Grade Eight graduates of 2008, I encourage you all to not only keep KBS’ motto of I CAN, I 
WILL close within your hearts, but also all the life lessons you will learn and all the fond memories you can now 
build upon.  It is crucial that you strive for greatness and look to not only achieve your life’s goals, but to exceed 
them! I wish you all the best with your new endeavours. 
 To those students that will be returning to KBS in the fall, I encourage you to embrace KBS and all the 
lessons it will teach you.  Immerse yourself in the leadership opportunities that will be put in front of you and 
rise to the challenge!  
 
Alex McLeod 

Alumni Family Update from the Goheen Family in Otta wa 
     We are pretty well settled here in Ottawa, and yes, believe it or not, one of the fold is off to University!  Ben is at Lakehead 
in Thunder Bay this year studying Kinesiology – and loving it!  We’ll get more of the picture when he comes home for his first 
visit.  Casey is in Grade 11 at St. Mark High School and is carrying on with her dance, usually 5-6 classes per week (modern, 
hip-hop, jazz, contemporary etc.), but has had to cut down this semester to one class – math, biology, physics and chemistry 
all together.  Josh is in Grade 9, and I think is adjusting very well.  He is the hockey player, and can play any game with a stick! 
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KBS Placed Second in the Rotary E-Waste Challenge! 
Thank you to everyone who participated! 

KBS RAISED OVER $2000 FOR GILDA’S CLUB AND THE  
BARRIE PUBLIC LIBRARY  

AT THE 

(And we placed 19th out of 56 entries!) 
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KBS At Work and Play 



22 

 

KBS is committed to  
providing an  

exemplary education that 
empow ers  

students to embrace their 
personal potential as  

productive and  
responsible global  

citizens. 

MISSION  
STATEM ENT 

576 Bryne Driv e 
Barrie, ON  L4N 9P6 
Tel: (705) 739-4731 

www.kempenfeltbayschool.ca 


