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A Message from the Head of School 

The Next Page in our History 
           
     Just as each child grows and goes through the different stages of life, so does 
our school.  Ten short years ago KBS w as a dream on a piece of paper.  A small 
group of parents and educators believed that if  you had committed families, 
passionate teachers and a dream, anything w as possible. It  w as this 
combination, along w ith a handful of students, a dow ntown, second f loor set of 
rooms, barely enough resources to inch through a school year, and a dedicated 
group of staff, that allow ed KBS to begin its educational life. 
     As we move through this 10th anniversary year, there are still several students 
and staff here from those early days.  For many of us, how ever, it is challenging 
to imagine the school any differently than it is today, w ith excellent academic and 
co-curricular programs, a 25,000 square foot facility, class resources, computers, 
a soccer f ield, Smartboards, and an enrolment nearing capacity. 
     Our community continues to hold true to the “ I Can, I Will” motto established 
by the School’s founders, and as w e move through the next pages of our history, 
I w onder w hat w ill be w ritten.  Will w e grow  in size?  Will w e establish new 
programs?  Will w e pay off our debt?  Will there be a high school?  There are 
literally hundreds of questions, and through our collective effort, w e will all play a 
part in producing the answ ers. 
     This w ill be a pivotal year for KBS, in an economy that is in turmoil.  Never  
has the value proposition of KBS been more under a microscope, but never have 
we been in a better position to move forw ard w ith a great team, a w onderful 
program and the support of all of our stakeholders.  A perfect example is this 
year’s Annual Giving Campaign.  We are extremely proud of our community in 
supporting this effort to an unprecedented 90% level of participation.  Beyond the 
benefit of these funds, which go directly to supporting our students; we w ill now 
use this outstanding statistic to begin approaching foundations for grants, 
highlighting that w e are all committed to w orking together to ensure KBS’ future 
of growth and sustainability. 
     The KBS founders are proud of where we sit today, but w e can never thank 
them enough for their vision and commitment in establishing the school w e care 
so much about.  The next pages in our history w ill be exciting to say the least, 
and as you read this message, I am thankful for the part that w e together w ill 
play. 
 
 
 
 
Andy Rodford 

 
Annual Giving:  Now That’s Participation! 

 

Thank you to everyone w ho contributed to the Annual Giving Campaign, taking us to an unprecedented level 
of 90% participation.  This outstanding result has already generated new  lockers, a Smartboard on the 

second f loor, cubbies, boot racks, a playground toy box, digital cameras and a new  sound system in the gym 
for the students, with still more to come.  We have also begun using this statistic in the process of applying to 

various foundations for capital and programming grants. 

Re-enrolment 
deadline for 2009-10 
is around the corner 

A key to our long-term 
sustainability is strong 
enrolment.  As w e move 
tow ard the deadline, w e 
ask that you let us know 
your intentions as soon 
as possible, so that w e 
can begin planning for 
September 2009.   The 
deadline is Fr iday, 
February 20th.  If  you 
have any questions, 
please contact Andy 
Rodford any time in the 
coming days. 
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A Message from the Assoc ia te  Head of School 

        Kempenfelt Bay Middle School has entered the 
candidate phase of the International Baccalaureate 
programme thanks to the outstanding work and dedication 
of our Grade 6 to 8 teachers.  Diane FitzGerald, took on 
the role of Middle School I.B. Coordinator three years ago.  
Since then, our teachers, both homeroom and specialist, 
have all taken I.B. training in specific subject areas.  They 
have enriched their programmes by implementing the I.B. 
framework and have documented their curriculum with 
extremely detailed I.B. unit planners.  The process leading 
up to this initial stage of candidacy has been extremely 
challenging, but the results that are visible in our students’ 
learning are nothing short of outstanding. 
     The I.B. programme is not a curriculum, but rather a 
framework in which we can deliver our curriculum.  We 
are able to teach the Ontario Ministry of Education 
approved curriculum, but enrich it through the guidelines 
set by I.B.  The outcome is a rich, interactive learning 
environment that requires students to take ownership of 
their education, to learn strategic organizational skills, to 
reach beyond the norm by stretching their critical and 
creative thinking abilities, and to take on a social 
conscience. 
     Community and Service is also one of the premises of 
the I.B. curriculum.  In the infancy of our implementation, 
we had to educate our students about what this meant, by 
providing them with access to opportunities for 
Community and Service in our school.  Students are now 
creative and independent in finding ways to help people 
both inside and outside of KBS.   From serving Christmas 
dinner at Rosie’s Diner to people who couldn’t provide one 
at home, knitting scarves for homeless, fundraising for 
Free the Children, to sending care packages to our 
soldiers in Kandahar, the initiatives have increased in 
scope and ingenuity. 
     Globalism is a buzz word these days in every aspect of 
our l ife.  Long before this became a “motto” of the 21st 
century, the I.B. programme espoused the importance of 
global connections, in terms of understanding 
interpersonal relationships and multi-culturalism.   
Coupled with Community and Service, these parameters 
have empowered our students to reach out to our soldiers 
in Kandahar, for example.  After supplying our soldiers 
with care packages, a project introduced to the Middle 

School by Olivia (Grade 6) and Jordan (Grade 7) Morello, 
we enjoyed a visit from a soldier on leave, who now 
regularly communicates with us via email.  We also had 
thank you notes and pictures from three other soldiers in 
Afghanistan.  This connection that the students have made 
is immeasurable in terms of their understanding of world 
politics, the nature or our peace keeping force and the 
realities of life and death situations. 
     The concept of vertical and horizontal planning is the 
very basis of effective teaching and the I.B. programme 
insists that this occur.  What does this type of planning 
mean? Weekly, our teachers meet by grade level 
(horizontal) and with all teachers of Grades 6 to 8 (vertical).  
This essential communication ensures that the standards of 
the I.B. programme are clearly delineated, and that 
teachers can plan units that are integrated.  Rather than 
teaching subjects in isolation, ideas and concepts are 
interrelated within the curriculum and the world around us.  
Real life connections enable the students to make sense of 
what and why they are learning. 
     There is tremendous work and energy going into this 
initiative at KBS.  Caring and dedicated teachers see the 
benefits of I.B. and that students can be so successful at 
what they do.  Our hard work continues through this year.  
We will benefit from a visit from our I.B. mentor who will 
guide us through this part of the process.  In November, we 
will submit our final application and all the documentation 
that is required.  In 2010, we will be inspected for formal 
acceptance into the I.B. programme as a member school. 
     Please watch your Thursday folder in April for 
orientation sessions about the I.B. Middle Years 
Programme at KBS for parents 
with students entering the Middle 
School in the future.  We look 
forward to the opportunity to chat 
with you about the positive 
aspects of I.B.  Prior to that, if you 
have any questions, please feel 
welcome to spea k to Mrs.  
Fitzgerald or me or visit the I.B. 
website at www.ibo.org. 
 
Susan Davidson 
   

The Middle School Gains Candidate Status in the Int ernational Baccalaureate Programme! 

 
Prize Day 2009 

 
Mark your calendars! 

Prize Day w ill be held on Friday, June 12, 2009 at 1:00 p.m. 
Barrie Free Methodist Church 

All students are expected to attend in Number One Dress. 
We look forw ard to celebrating our students and Grade 8 graduating class. 

Alumni are most w elcome. 
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Primary News 

     Roarrrrrrrrrr!!!!  The Junior Kindergarten class 
have had an exciting  few  weeks, learning all about 
Dinosaurs.  We have learned some very interesting 
facts.  Did you know  that Carnivores w alk on tw o feet 
and Herbivores w alk on all four legs? 

     One day everyone 
pretended to be 
paleontologists.  Ms. 
Davidson joined us in 
the library and helped 
us dig for dinosaurs 
using our new 
Smartboard.  It w as 
great fun hammering 
and chipping aw ay 

the rocks to uncover the fossils.  We had to be very 
careful w hen transporting our bones back to the 
museum.  After making sure that everything had 
safely arrived, w e discovered that w e had found a 
Stegosaurus.   
     Our next activity w as digging chocolate chips out 
of cookies w ith toothpicks.  We added all of our 
chocolate chips and we had a grand total of 124.  
After counting them w e got to eat them, mmmmmm 
they w ere yummy !! During Math, w e measured how 

Junior  K indergarten  -  Jody Boasley and Margaret K ennedy 

the SK students l isted 
the materials needed, 
and then gathered the 
supplies from around the 
classroom and school.  
T e am s a sse m b l e d , 
predicted, recorded, and 
re -te sted the flying 
“ m o u se ’ s”  f l i g h t s.  
Scien ce d one wi th 
kindergarten flair!    
     Community Helpers are fun to identify and classify.  
What can bring more pride to a child than to stand before 
his or her peers and say, “My parent is a helper in the 
community”?  During the exploration of this topic we found 
out similarities and differences in our families.  Some 
parents are safety helpers, others are not. Serena’s mom 
and dad are doctors. Max’s parents are both dentists.  As 
our Social Studies unit continues, we look forward to 
classroom visits from a doctor and a police officer.   A trip 
to Fire Station #4 has also been scheduled for early 
March.   
     Add in the activities for special events such as the 
100th day of school, Valentine’s Day, and Spirit Day to the 
exciting day to day learning in Senior Kindergarten and it 
makes for a great time in the second term.     

Senior  K indergar ten  -  Katharyn Milledge and Liz G odschalk  
     Term 2 is the growing season.  Pant leg hems and shirt 
cuffs seem to mysteriously shrink.  Buttons pop and zippers 
break.  The Senior Kindergarten students transform from 
the very young and unsure, to the capable and willing.  
These are the perfect months to guide the SK students’ 
learning as their independence strives to expand.  It is a 
time filled with wondrous experiences. As readers blossom, 
books previously too difficult to attempt are plucked off the 
classroom bookshelf by students who now read them with 
ease.  Special “Starfish of the Day” counting challenges are 
eagerly accepted and confidently achieved.   
     The Science unit, Simple Machines, generated great 
excitement, as students suddenly discover simple 
machines hidden all around them.  Looking in her lunchbox 
Hilary stated, “My spoon is a lever and my fork is a wedge. 
Both are simple machines.”  Zeth said, “My car has a wheel 

and axle.”  “Mrs. 
Milledge, the gym 
door is held by a 
simple machine, a 
wedge!” pointed 
o u t  H a y d e n .  
Working together 
to build their 
selected Science 
Fair group project, 

School News 

big dinosaurs w ere.  It took 
ten of us lying on the f loor to 
equal the length of a 
Tyrannosaurus Rex (12 
meters).  Our Science table 
was very busy with everyone 
observing and w aiting for a 
dinosaur to hatch from an 
egg.  It took almost one w eek 
for our dinosaur to 
completely hatch.    
     Next month, w e are 
looking forw ard to celebrating the 100th day of school 
and Valentines Day w ith our primary friends. 
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School News 

Grade 1 - Laurel M intz 

Primary News 

  The Grade 1 class continues to be an enthusiastic, 
sociable and curious group who love life at KBS!  It’s 
amazing to see how much the students have grown and 
matured since September. It has also been very 
rewarding to watch how comfortable they have become 
about speaking in front of others.  In the first few weeks 
after the holidays, the children each brought in a special 
gift that they had received and shared it with the others.  
We saw a ‘glow in the sun’ t-shirt, watched a puppet 
show, handled a soapstone stamp and an inkpad set in 
porcelain from Beijing and learned what a ‘Slingshot 

Tournament’ was all about! 
     February is a very 
exciting and busy month. 
The students spent many 
days planning, building and 
reflecting upon the 
instruments they made 
using found materials.  
Thank you very much to the 
parents who helped with 
cutting, gluing and taping. I 
really appreciate your 
support. The morning after 
the Science Fair, the 
children played their 

instruments and performed two selections at the assembly. 
Roy Thomson Hall, here we come! 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     We have spent several mornings working in small 
groups completing language activities which address the 
various ways that students learn.  Word family bingo is a 
hit, as is writing journals using sentence strips and 
markers. The children are so proud of themselves as they 
work together and share what they are learning. This 
growing confidence is showing through in their daily work, 
as they strive to independently complete their 
assignments. 

Grade 2 - Karen Lyons 

     It  is hard to believe that term 2 is w inding dow n. 
The Grade 2s have been in non-stop w ork mode all 
term. Each student began his or her Novel Study and 
has chosen activities to compliment both the book 
they are reading and their areas of interest.  We have 
also enjoyed some new  Spelling Activities including 
Hopscotch, Tw ister, and Golf. All are great w ays to 
move around and still practise w eekly spelling w ords. 
     The main focus in Science has been planning and  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

building a boat or submar ine as a wrap-up to our unit  
on Liquids and Solids. Many students found it  
challenging to build their project according to the 
design.   After many test launches in “Lake Grade 2,” 
I am pleased to report that all boats and submarines 
successfully supported weight w ithout capsizing! 
     Social Studies has been an adventure, as w e 
began to compare Iqaluit to Zimbabw e. Not only 
have w e discussed clothing, food and celebrations, 
we have also compared climate, deciding that w e 
like the temperature in Zimbabw e way more than the 
temperature in Iqaluit.  This unit w ill lay the ground 
work for our term 3 assignment of choosing a 
country and becoming the class expert.  
     You may have seen the Grade 2 students 
wandering around the school w ith string and rulers. 
We have had a great time learning about standard 
and non-standard units of measure, as well as 
discovering the perimeter of various objects. The 
students w rapped up the unit by building an obstacle 
course and then measuring the distance betw een 
challenges and the perimeter of the entire course. 
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   Term 2 brought with it many wonderful new learning 
opportunities, from creating edible pieces of artwork, to 
learning about plants, to playing games to learn about 
probability. 
     Prior to the holidays, the Grade 3 students teamed up with 
a variety of different grades to complete various holiday 

activities.  Along with the Junior 
Kindergartens, they created edible 
Christmas trees from ice cream cones, 
which they decorated with shoelace 
licorice and other yummy candies.  
Although their masterpieces where 
initially meant to go home they ended 
being gobbled up, leaving behind a sea 
of green mouths and very sticky hands. 
     A lot of fun was had with the Grade 2 
students as we teamed up for an 
“eggciting” introduction to probability 
activity in which students had to 
determine what the probability was of 
them selecting a raw egg to crush, if 
they were given the opportunity to pick 
one.  Out of twelve eggs crushed, three 
students got a gooey surprise.  We also 
teamed up with the Grade 2 class for a 

few activities revolving around How the Grinch Stole 
Christmas.  As a big group, we answered some 
comprehension questions, filled in the adjectives that had 
disappeared from the song You’re a Mean One, and finished it 
off with some lovely artwork of where, the now happy Grinch, 
would go on vacation. 
     To top it all off the entire primary division met in the 
lunchroom to create their very own gingerbread houses.  As 

Grade 3 - Christine Tay lor  

Junior News 

School News 

one can imagine, the lunchroom 
was filled with several very well 
decorated houses.   
     With the new year came a 
new Science and Social Studies 
unit.  The students were 
introduced to Rural and Urban 
communities through the book 
Town Mouse, Country Mouse, 
and are able to identify some of 
the characteristics each type of 
community has.  When the topic 
of what a community needs and wants arose, the class ended 
up in a great debate, as they tried to determine different items 
to list under each category. 
     Do you know what a plant needs to survive?  If not, stop a 
Grade 3 student and ask them.  Through a variety of activities 
and experiments they have learned the different parts of a 
plant and their importance, the life cycle of a plant, and what a 
plant needs to survive.  In preparation for the Science Fair, 
each student selected an experiment that related to plant 
growth and the function of a particular part of the plant and 
they have been very busy working in class on writing up their 
procedure.  Some of the experiments selected were to 
determine whether or not certain liquids affect the growth of a 
plant, what happens to a plant in darkness, and whether 
music has an affect on plant growth.  It will be very interesting 
to see the results of everyone’s experiments at the Science 
Fair. 
     Term 3 will bring with it even more Science experiments as 
we begin our unit on Stability.  It will also include a trip to the 
past as we travel back to the time of the Pioneers. 

Grade 4 - Deanna Reid 
  Grade 4 students have been busy over the past term learning 
about light, Canada’s land regions and multiplication.   
     Early in the term, we became pirates, writing pirate stories, 
dressing like pirates and even participating in a treasure hunt 

using the mapping skills 
learned in our Social 
Studies unit.  In the 
Science lab, we 
conducted several 
experiments to help us 
learn about the Scientific 
Process, independent, 
controlled and dependent 
variables.  How many 
drops of water do you 

think can fit on a penny?  Which type of bubble gum is the best 
for blowing bubbles?  Ask a Grade 4 student and you may be 
surprised by what we discovered!   
     Students are working hard to become experts on Canada 
and its provinces and territories.  We have participated in 
several Smartboard activities to label the provinces, territories 
and capital cities and written letters to each of the Canadian 
provinces/territories to ask for information to help us with our 

research. Some of us are still  anxiously awaiting our 
information.  Once we have completed our province/
territory activities we will celebrate “Canada Day” and tour 
Canada from the comfort of our own classroom.   
     Grade 4 students have been practicing their 
multiplication skills through dril ls and classroom games.  
Ask your child about some of the tricks we have learned 
to help us remember multiplication facts.  Remember to 
continue practising times tables at home.     
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     The winter has not been too long f or those of us in Grade 6.  
We hav e been keeping so busy that time has seemed to fly by, 
and I mean that in the literal sense!  The students hav e been 
learning about air and flight and could probably teach y ou a thing 
or two about Bernoulli’s Principle, if y ou are brave enough to ask.  
They continued to pursue their inquiry of air and flight by creating 
hov ercrafts with old CDs, spools and balloons.  Some of the 
hov ercrafts were ev en able to hov er and land ov er water!  By the 
looks of it, we are pretty sure we hav e at least one f uture pilot in 
the class. 
     It’s amazing to compare our means of trav el today, with the 
way the first European explorers travelled to Canada hundreds of 
y ears ago.  The Grade 6 students hav e been finding out that,  
although Vikings hav e the reputation of once being hostile and 

wild, they  were also extremely clever, 
hav ing been the first to arriv e on 
North American soil nearly 1000 
y ears ago!  The next explorers to 
f inally make their way to Canada 
came 500 y ears later.  We have been 
learning about all of the explorers 
who helped make Canada what it is 
today , with both the positiv e and 
negativ e influences. 
     Speaking of positiv e inf luences, I 
would like to commend the students 

in my class for their dedication in continuing to pursue new ideas 
f or Community and Serv ice.  Sam Charlebois and Kenny 
Nordholm went to assist at the Christmas dinner held at the Busby 
Centre for those less f ortunate.  Imagine dedicating a part of  your 
own Christmas day to help others.  Also, Hannah Fletcher 
successfully raffled off two gingerbread homes with proceeds 

going to the homeless, and has begun a Knitting for the 
Homeless campaign during Thursday lunch recess.  
Furthermore, the entire Middle School had, y et again, a v ery 
celebratory Pay It Forward campaign this holiday season.  We 
were able to help fiv e CAS sponsored f amilies to ensure that 
they  and their children had a special day; something many  of us 
take f or granted.  The students were incredibly responsible and 
mature while shopping f or the gifts at Wal-Mart, and I’d like to 
thank them f or their selflessness and assistance.  That is what 
Community and Service is all about! 
     Recently, Carter 
Peirone, along with his 
mother, Dr. Kelley 
Wright, went to 
Guatemala.  There, he 
helped build a  church/
clinic, and experienced 
many  life-changing 
ev ents.  Carter came 
back with some 
incredible stories to 
share with the class, and, of course, an altered outlook on life 
and the importance of  aid and dev elopment.  His stories of  the 
friends he made, the v olcano he climbed, the inf ant who was 
being cared f or by  his four y ear old sister while the parents were 
at the market selling oranges, will not only make a lasting 
impression on Carter, but his classmates as well.  We have 
learned much through his ey es.  
     Finally, I’d like to congratulate the Grade 6 students on 
thriv ing in their f irst ever Poetry Café.  Although most had never 
recited their own poems aloud to an audience bef ore, they all 
perf ormed exceedingly well!  I suppose one can be both a pilot 
and a poet! 

School News 

Grade 5 - Meghan Hall 
       Grade 5 students are currently learning about the 
‘Human Body’ in Science.  In this unit, students are 
exploring the organ systems that make up the human body, 
what is required to keep the body healthy, and the choices 
they make about their bodies that may have lifelong effects.  
Students are demonstrating their understanding of factors 
that contribute to good health by designing a two-day diet 
and one-week exercise plan for a ‘client.’  We invite you to 
take a moment to view the projects, which will be on display 
in our stairway. 
     As part of our current Science unit, the Grade 5 students 
are participating in the Power4Bones programme, a six 
week journey to stress the importance of bone health.  
During the first week, students were introduced to the 
characters and mission, and became Secret Agents.  Each 
subsequent week, we receive a ‘message’ to decode, read 
comics, participate in challenges on the P4B website, and 
test our knowledge of bone building activities and foods. 
     During the month of February, students are learning 
about different forms of poetry originating from various 
Ancient Civilizations including Haiku (Japan) and Concrete 
(Greek).  We are also studying several li terary devices 

poets use when writing poetry.  We are reading poems 
and writing them following poetry rules and incorporating 
the literary devices we are studying.  This unit is always 
popular at this time of year as many students are writing 
love and/or friendship poems for Valentine’s Day.  
Students learned that Valentine’s Day originates from the 
Roman celebration called Lupercalia. 
     During term 3, we will be studying Ancient Civilizations, 
writing and presenting a speech for public speaking, 
working on an independent novel study, and learn about 
Conservation of Energy and Resources. 

Junior News 

Grade 6 - Carr ie  Lane 

Middle School News 
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Grade 7 - Diane FitzGera ld & Ellen Wells  
Middle School News 

School News 

      The Grade 7 students have had a very busy and 
interesting second term.  As part of their unit of study 
about the Holocaust, the students created outstanding 
character studies in the form of scrapbooks.  The 
students were captivated and quite moved by the 
stories, and learned the importance of intercultural 
awareness and tolerance.  These beautiful 
scrapbooks can be viewed outside the library. 
     Our third annual Poetry Café was a 
great success.  The students had an 
opportunity to recite poems that they 
wrote as part of their Legends of Lost 
Poetry unit.  This has been a very 
successful unit.  The students worked in 
cooperative groups, and were to embark 
on a quest to conquer evil and bring 
poetry back to their land.  In order to do 
this, they had to search out and research 
a particular poetry form, such as limerick, 
sonnet, ballad, haiku, and free verse.  
They prepared a lesson plan to present to 
the rest of the class.  In effect, they 
became experts in their poetry form and 
taught everyone else in the class the 
background and history of the form, as well as how to 
write it.  Student poems have been displayed outside 
of their classroom for all to enjoy.  
      In the month of November, the Grade 7 students 
entered their War and Remembrance poems in the 
Royal Canadian Legion Poetry Contest.  All three 
prizes were won by Kempenfelt Bay School students.  

Amanda Jones 
won third place, 
Kirstin Galata 
won second 
place, and 
Carolyn 
Crawford’s 
poem w on f irst 
place.  Carolyn’s 
poem w ill go on 
to be judged in 
the regional 

contest.  We are very proud of all three girls and 
congratulate them for their efforts.  All of the submitted 
poems were very well written, and would have 
presented the judges with a diff icult task to choose. 
     In History, the students have completed their unit 
of study on New France.  They are now studying 
British Colonization, the American Revolution, and will 
soon begin studying about the War of 1812.  They are 
developing an understanding of the signif icance of 
these wars for Canadian and American relations, as 

well as the development of Canada.  In order to reinforce 
the concepts learned in this unit of study, they w ill read 
Bully Boys, a historical f iction novel by Eric Walters.  The 
students w ill study this novel through the use of literature 
circles.  This approach to learning promotes discussion 
more effectively than whole groups.  The students are 
encouraged, through small group discussions, to learn 
from one another.  This motivates students naturally and 

enables us to teach many facets of 
comprehension.  Literature circles are 
important because the students get to hear 
what other people are feeling and what 
they think.   
     In Science, the students combated the 
icy January weather by “Turning Up the 
Heat.”  Their Science Fair projects focused 
on how man might survive another Ice 
Age, and how we can manage our energy 
resources more effectively in the present.  
Congratulations to all students on another 
exciting Science Fair.  I am sure the future 
is in good hands!  In March the students 
will be applying the design cycle to 
investigate the relationship between form 

and function in our Structures unit of study, as well as 
exploring viewpoints regarding planned obsolescence and 
consumerism in our society.   
     In January, the students’ concluded their studies of the 
“Five Themes of Geography” by creating a brochure about 
their community. With this new  understanding of how 
geographers view the world, we began studying in more 
depth how the physical 
patterns in our 
environment inf luence 
human activities and 
decisions.  The new 
Smartboard has 
enriched many 
Science and 
Geography lessons, as 
we have been able to 
easily access internet 
resources, create 
maps, and just have some fun playing games!   
     With third term quickly approaching, the Grade 7 
students w ill be preparing their applications for the 
positions of House Head and Head Prefects.  It is an 
exciting time for the students.  The student elections w ill 
take place in June, following our leadership trip to Camp 
Wenonah.   
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Middle School News 

School News 

Grade 8 - Nick  Powell 

         Along with their regular studies this term, Grade 8 students have been on 
a little spending spree with a fictitious $200,000 at their disposal.  They have 
also been designing scientific research projects.  For each of the students it has 
been a prosperous term academically, but for many there have been some 
hard financial lessons. Some ‘pi’ in mathematics has helped sweeten things. 
     The focus of Grade 8s geographic studies has been the differing economic 
systems that operate around the globe.  They have developed a sound 
knowledge of each type of system, how they operate separately and in various 
combinations in different economies, including Canada’s.  As part of this study, 
Grade 8 students have been following the Canadian stock market and gaining 
an understanding of how it has been affected by current world economic 
issues.  
     Given an imaginary budget of $10,000, each student has put together their 
own portfolio of Canadian business based investments.  They have then been 
avidly referring to the business pages of the Toronto Star each day as well as 
utilizing the laptops to chart and record the progress of their stocks. Some 
investments, such as potash, have proven sound investments for many, with modest gains being made.  However, each 
student has learned that prices can fall as well as rise. Everybody is now intending to reinvest some of their diminishing 
funds in an effort to minimize their losses.  
     The study of economics has also been featured in the history topic this term.   As students have discovered more 
about the birth of Canada, and its confederation, they have learned that economic growth was a major reason for the 
original colonies to join together. Similarly, their research has clearly illustrated how the prosperity of Canada was, and 
sti ll  is, intertwined with that of other nations.   
     Mechanical advantage and efficiency have been Grade 8s scientific focus this term.  Levers, pulley systems and 
gears have all been studied with pupils discovering how to calculate the mechanical advantage and velocity ratio for 
each.  Forces, friction and pressure have also been experienced in class (scientifically that is) as students have prepared 
for the Science Fair.  Everybody has been extremely busy as they have researched, developed, written-up and displayed 
their projects. 
     Mathematics can put many in a spin, but as part of their studies, Grade 8s have tackled the topic of circles with 
success.  They have been calculating areas and circumferences, as well as understanding the concept of �  (pi).  
Util izing the dimensions of cylinders, the students have learned how to calculate the surface area and volume of these 

3D shapes.  
     Grade 8 has also been extremely busy with carefully planning and 
implementing a variety of whole school activities.  It seems ages ago now, 
but the tradition of each House decorating its own tree gave us a fabulous 
afternoon when the whole school came together to enjoy each other’s 
company.  The Grade 8 Leadership Team did some sterling work to bring 
this event together and to ensure each and every child felt part of the 
tradition.  Similarly, all of the Grade 8 students must be congratulated for 
their contributions to what can only be described as an exceptional 
Pancake Breakfast event.  All of Grade 8 wish to send a big thank you to 
each and every parent for their contributions of materials, time and 
patronage. 
     In the coming weeks, the Grade 8 number will be diminished by one, as 
the population of France increases by one.  It is the turn of Curtis Cook to 
be the exchange student, as he travels to the home of his French friend 

Antoine.  All of Grade 8 will be travell ing with him in spirit and are hoping to keep in touch with Curtis and Antoine via the 
use of the internet.  We know he will have a fantastic time, learn a great deal and be eager to share his experiences with 
us on his return.   
     For those of us that remain here in Grade 8, it will continue to be a productive and studious time.  Moving into the last 
term, Grade 8 students will continue to apply all of their considerable talents as they study, with that Quebec trip firmly in 
their sights. 
     Should any student want some extra support or guidance in any subject, I am available before school each day and 
at most morning recess times. 
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School News 

French News 

Julie Corbeil—JK, SK, 6, 7, 8 
     Speaking French has never been so much fun!!! 
     JK students have achieved great success in oral activities, with the help of mon 
ami Michel!  They are now able to answer questions about winter clothes and 
family members using complete sentences.  SK students started to work on “LA 
PETITE POULE ROUGE,” with incredible motivation!  They applied the gesture 
approach, rapidly learning  this wonderful short play, which they will be presenting 
in class.  Bravo les amis!     
     The Middle School students have been enjoying the oral component of the 
programme tremendously during our second term!  They worked on different skits 
which they translated, rehearsed and presented to their classmates. 
      

     Grade 6s gave their best performance 
in their small group presentations, on their favourite after-school activity; our 
term 2 topic. 
     Grade 7s were thrilled to be videotaped live, while presenting to the class 
their creative sport news bulletin, which was their second term project.  
    Grade 8s demonstrated originality at all levels, when they presented their 
short play, in their unit dialogue on the delicate subject of bullying.  
     The enthusiasm has been exceptional, perfectly reflecting the academic 
commitment of all of  our students.   
 
     Mille mercis! 
 

    

      
     The Grade 1 class is learning a new play called “Le Prince Grenouille.”  They are 
having lots of fun learning the actions and taking turns being the Frog Prince.  The class 
has been practising their French reading skills and will soon be starting writing 
activities. 
      The Grade 2 students have been busy writing their own versions of “Boucles d’or et 
les trois ours.”  They are looking forward to reading their stories to you at home.   The 
class has also been introduced to a new play called “Cendril lion.”  They are practising 
reading the play and learning more new French vocabulary to impress you! 

     In the last few weeks, the Grade 3 students have been 
introduced to their second unit, “Comment y aller?”  This story 
is based on the experiences of a girl who lives in Québec and decides to visit her friend who 
lives in Paris.  In this unit, the students will continue to increase their vocabulary, by using the 
gesture approach and will review previously learned words with the associated gestures.  They 
are becoming more confident about their pronunciation and reading with expression. 
      The Grade 4 students are continuing to expand their knowledge of very important high-
frequency vocabulary through the fourth unit of Histoires en actions!  The play for this unit is 
based on a humorous original story, “Louis la grenouille.”  The students will continue to read and 
respond to written material.  They are practising their verbs in the present tense and are 
beginning to put words in correct order to create complete sentences.  They will be developing 
their awareness of verbs and adjectives with opposite meanings.  The children will also be 

practising the use of definite and indefinite article with nouns.   
     The Grade 5 students have begun the sixth unit of Histoires en actions, “Le bistro des animaux.”  The linguistic goal 
of this unit is to ensure continued extensive consolidation and to review previously introduced vocabulary and structures. 
The students will be expected to begin to identify and self-correct targeted grammatical elements while creating their 
story extension.  They will start to develop an awareness of the past tense through oral responses to simple questions.  
Students will have fun learning rap songs using different verb tenses. 
     À bientôt! 

Sandra Poirier - Grades 1 - 5 
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        The second term began with the sounds of the holiday 
season, as the students shared the music that they have 
been practising. The Concert Band, Jazz Band and the Grade 
6 and Grade 7 classes all performed during the month of 
December.  The Jazz Band put the “Beat” in “Beatnik” when 
they opened the third annual Poetry Café on January 28th.  
The Concert Band, Jazz Band, and Intermediate Wind 
Ensemble, which are made up of the Grade 7 and 8 classes, 
are now preparing for the Barrie Kiwanis Music Festival to be 
held during the month of April.   

      The beginning of the second 
term also marked the second 
year that KBS has participated in 
the CISMF instrumental music 
auditions that were held at 
P i c k e r i n g  C o l l e g e .  
Co ng ra tul at ion  to  Dh ru v 
Krishnan (1st Alto Saxophone), 
Natasha Webber (1st Alto 
Saxophone), Juan Oliva-Ramos 
(2nd Alto Saxophone) and 
Ch ri stophe r No rdholm (1s t 
Trumpet) who will be performing 
with the CISMF Concert Band at 
Roy Thompson Hall in April.   
      Term 2 is always a time of 

great musical growth for the instrumental musical classes.  
The students have solidified their musical and technical skil ls 
after the summer break, and are ready for new musical 
challenges.  The middle school students have been learning 
how to use SMARTMUSIC technology as a tool for feedback 
and assessment.  This innovative technology enables the 

students to simultaneously read the music in staff notation, 
hear the music as it should be played with a full instrumental 
accompaniment, and visually  receive feedback on their 
performance.  Their playing can then be saved electronically 
to create a portfolio of their musical progress at KBS. 
SMARTMUSIC technology also enables the music to be 
projected onto the board, so that the whole class can view the 
music as it is being performed.  The SMARTMUSIC library 
currently has a database of over 30,000 titles, and will 
certainly benefit the students as the instrumental music 
programme continues to grow.   
      While technology is a wonderful tool for the 21st century 
student, the core of music making, remains unchanged as 
rhythm, melody, technique and musical expression combine 
to communicate in a unique way.  The students in Grade 4 
and 5 are developing their basic skills of technique and 
musicianship in the Band Karate programme, as they 
enthusiastically work on their belt colours.  The Grade 5 
classes have been learning how rhythmic independence 
enables groups to play together.  The Grade 6 classes have 
been learning basic conducting gestures, and how these 
gestures can improve the performance of a group.  The 
Grade 7 and 8 classes have been also focusing on rhythm 
and performing music in compound time.   
     Thank-you for all of the support for these young musicians, 
and remember,  

“Use the talents you possess, for the woods would be very 
silent if no birds sang except the best.” 

����� ���	��
�����
�����	��	����� ������������  
 

Music News 
Instrumenta l Music   -  Ellen Wells  

Vocal M usic   -  Kar lene Fletcher  
aspects of music in each time period.  As a class, we have 
learned a song which uses the melody of famous historical 
pieces with lyrics describing each era. 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     As much as I have enjoyed this unit, I know the Grade 
8’s are enthusiastic about moving forward to the Beatles 
and Motown music.  And the beat goes on… 
 
Karlene Fletcher 
Vocal Music 

     The Grade 7 and 8 classes have been finishing off fall 
themes this month.  In Grade 7, we are using the drums, 
which they made last term, to create unique rhythm 
ensembles, as well as put together two large ensembles 
based on a West African song, “Take Time in Life.”  These 
ensembles uti lize the hand-made drums, authentic African 
instruments, xylophones and vocals.  The focus has not 

only been on musicality, but on 
the importance of teamwork. 
     I am very excited about the 
Grade 8 culminating 
assessment.  Throughout the 
fall, we have studied the History 
of Western Music.  We have 
explored changes in society, art 
and music during those years.  
This term, they have been asked 
to communicate the themes from 
each period individually or in 
small groups.  Some have 
il lustrated a poster, storyboard or 
created a magazine.  Others 

have written skits or newscasts to highlight important 
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School News 
Art News  -  Cindy Kay 

     Students in Grade 4 were thrilled to see their kiln fired totem pole pieces.  The students learned 
how to create a monochromatic colour scheme for their pieces using tempera paint.  Once the main 
features were painted, the students added visual interest by embellishing their pieces with patterns 
and designs.  You can see the three finished totem poles on display in the library.     
     Math and Art often go hand in hand.  The students completed a unit that combined fractions of a 
circle and paper sculpture.  Perfect circles of varying sizes were drawn on paper and then cut and 
folded to create various fractions.  The students assembled these pieces to create a bird sculpture.  
Each bird designed was required to be built using a whole circle, ¾, ½, ¼, and 1/8 of a circle. 
     Weaving is the next unit the students will be covering.  Students learned about the various 
materials that could be woven and why weaving is considered art.  Students saw various examples of 
weavings from other countries as well as the variety of looms used to weave on.  The weavings take a 
long time to complete, so students will be bringing their looms home. 
     Grade 5 was so excited when I brought the clay out for them to use.  The students were taught the 

various stages of clay, including when firing takes place.  They also learned the proper names of the tools they would be using.  
The hand building technique of creating coils was the focus.  Students coiled, spiraled, dipped and curved their coils to design 
some amazingly intricate pieces.  The students learned what glaze is and applied the three layers.  Their finished pieces are on 
display in the library. 
     Grade 5 also learned about the Post-Impressionist artist, Vincent van Gogh.  Students learned about his life and his 
amazing contribution to the world of art.  Vincent painted pictures of things that were around him that were meaningful.  The 
students were required to bring in a photograph of something, someone, or someplace that was important.  They applied their 
paint in long strokes that created movement and beautiful colour blending.  Their finished paintings hang in the frames in the 
lunchroom. 
     Grade 6 students also finished their pottery by adding glaze.  Their finished pieces 
were designed for a specific purpose in mind, just as the First Nations potters created 
pieces that were functional and beautiful.  Their pieces are on display in the library. 
     Pointillism...dot…dot...dot...Georges Seurat.  The Grade 6 students studied this great 
artist who brought the scientific theory of visual colour mixing to life.  The concept of 
Pointillism flows over into our modern day technology.  Ink jet printers print with tiny little 
dots of cyan, magenta, yellow, and black.  Digital cameras use the technology of pixels to 
create an image.  The students designed a fantasy creature and have been diligently 
filling in their image with tiny little dots of colour that visually mix when viewed from a 
distance. 
     Our next unit focuses on the artist Barbara Reid and her plasticine creations.  Students 
will choose a Canadian animal to create out of plasticine.  Students will research their animal, and create the animal and it’s 
habitat in a shadowbox. 
     Grade 7 students have been working on drawing portraits.  A project that was warmly received was the Self portrait 

drawings.  Students were photographed with a digital camera with various facial expressions.  The 
images were printed and cut in half for the students to draw the other half as the assignment.  
Proportion, symmetry, and the application of shading were evaluated.   
     Following the Self portraits, the students have been working with a partner to put on the hat of 
Forensic Sketch artist.  One partner acts as the witness and is given a black and white photograph of 
the “suspect.”  It is their job as the witness to describe to their best ability what the suspect looks like.  
The Forensic Sketch artist asks many questions of the witness and begins sketching from the 
description.  It always amazes me to see the likeness they are able to create without even seeing the 
photograph.  Once the sketch is complete, the partners switch roles and the process begins again.  
Keep an eye out for the display by the Grade 7 class. 
     Grade 8 students finished their geometric bowls by applying glaze.  The results are quite stunning.  
The students will be visiting Creative Café to see what a kiln is and how it works to fire the clay.  They 
will also have an opportunity to speak with the owner, Lynn Butler, about what it is like to run an art 
based business. 

     The claymation projects are having some technical difficulties, but believe me when I tell you they were quite impressive!  
We’ve got a bright bunch of students at KBS.  Not only are they problem solvers, but they are enthusiastic about trying out new 
ideas. 
     The next project is more open-ended.  The students are to create an animal sculpture of their choice out of a medium of 
their choice.  To make for a more interesting sculpture, the animal is to be captured in motion.  Each of the students is creating 
a design plan which will lay out all of the steps required to complete their sculpture.  They will also be documenting their 
progress, thoughts, and struggles in a log.  There will be quite an amazing range of additive sculpture and subtractive sculpture 
projects with various finishes and dimensions.  During the unit, Mr. Rodford was kind enough to come in and give a 
presentation about his amazing wood carvings.   
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School News 

Library Resource News  -  Sandi Porter  

 
What’s new in the Resource Centre? 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

We are delighted to announce that Page and Turners has joined forces with KBS! 
     Page & Turners is a locally ow ned business in dow ntown Barrie that offers a wide selection of books at 
competitive prices.  James Duncan, the ow ner of Page & Turners, has agreed to donate 20% of every book 
purchased by KBS parents and students back to the KBS library.  This is a generous gesture and we are 
hoping you w ill support it by choosing to buy your books there.  The store is located at 123 Dunlop St. E.  
Drop by, check out the selection and say hello (and thank you) to James.  Also, check out the KBS Top Ten 
list. These are books that w e would like to have in the KBS library. Should you choose to buy one and donate 
it to the school, that w ould be great! 
     Thank you to Sue Moore – Morgan’s mom (Grade 3) – for the hard w ork she has put in to get this 
programme off the ground. 
 

 

 
 
 

 
     

Battle of the Books 
     Our f inal Batt le team has been chosen and w e are w orking hard to complete all of 
the books on the list.  On February 10th, Brenda, from the public library, w ill be visiting 
our school to check out how  prepared we are. We’re looking forw ard to her visit.  
Battle of the Books takes place during the f irst w eek of May. 

Smartboards 
     The Smartboard has become such a useful learning tool in the library.  
From Junior Kindergarten to Grade 8, w e have enjoyed the many opportunit ies 
we have had to w ork w ith this new  piece of technology.  I am having a good 
time hunting out activit ies that f it in w ith the curriculum and learning how  to 
adapt them to specif ic classes, which proves that you can teach an old dog 
new  tricks!  

Book Donations  
     We accept donations of good, used books to the library.  Any books that are not used 
in the library are passed on to the classrooms.  Thanks to all of you w ho have donated 
books this year! 
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     The KBS Griffins U14 and U12 basketball teams have been practising twice a week in the early 
mornings before the start of school. The U14 team coached by Mrs. Lyons has certainly 
demonstrated skil ls with dominating wins over Rousseau Lake College and a closely fought contest, 
where they were defeated by Kingsway College School. 
     The U12 basketball team’s season gets under way with a home and away contest scheduled 
with Sterling Hall School and an away game at Pretty River Academy in Collingwood.  All parents 
and family are certainly invited to cheer on both teams as their basketball seasons continue through 

the month of February. 
     The students in Grades 3 and 5 have been practising their 
basketball skills in Physical Education classe s during the New 
Year. With developing skil ls such as bounce and chest passes,  
cross-over dribbles, lay-ups and jump shots it will be no time 
before some of these students will be throwing down slam dunks 
on Mr.J’s head. 
     The Grade 6 class has been developing their muscular strength and endurance 
during their fitness unit. Through the use of exercise cards, dyna-bands, co-operative 

games, partner work, group activities and rotating fitness circuits, the students have been increasing their core muscle 
flexibility and stamina.  
     Heading into the third term, I am looking forward to getting back outside with the classe s for Track and Field, Softball 
and Ultimate Frisbee.  Grades 1 to 3 will be heading over to the Holly Community Centre for an eight-week swim 
programme starting on Thursday, April 9th.  The Grade 8 class will travell ing across the road to the Barrie Athletic Club to 
participate in a 10-week squash/fitness programme and the Grade 6 and 7 classe s will be heading to Hardwood Ski and 
Bike in June for a day of Mountain Biking and Orienteering. 

Sports News  -   Craig Johnson  

Advancement 

From the Advancement Officer (AO) 
     It is hard to believe w e are heading into Term 3.  With spring around the corner, I 
would like to reflect on our Annual Giving campaign and highlight our success. I 
would like to personally thank everyone for their participation. Last year our 
participation w as just over 50% and this year w e reached 90%!  Our 
accomplishments are because of our amazing families. 
     Our strong participation allow s us to move forw ard, apply for grants and funding 
while also attracting new  families and community support. 
     Thank you again for your commitment and dedication. The dollars raised along 

with other fundraising and friend raising allow s KBS to provide our children w ith a strong foundation and the 
tools they need to succeed in the future. 

   ����
Pat Dasovic 

Spread the word about KBS! 
 

Help us f ill KBS w ith w onderful students.  Direct prospective parents to our website, or better yet, bring 
families to visit the school to see our students and staff in person.  Seeing is believing!  Friday assemblies 

are w onderful times to introduce someone to KBS and personal tours can be arranged any time.      
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Parent Council News 

     What’s happening in the Parent Council Office?  
 

     It is hard to imagine that term 2 is more than half way complete.  Parent Council has been kept busy planning the 
coming months fundraising events. We want to take this time to thank all of our volunteers who donate countless hours 
to the school, ensuring that our children are served a warm, nutritious meal each day. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                      PC Council fo r 2008/2009 
President/Shop and Support Coordinator - Erin Teas 
Vice President/Milk Program Coordinator - Mary Louise Mac Isaac 
Past President - Pat Dasovic 
Treasurer - Debbie Blechta   Secretary - Kelly Fletcher   
Lunch Program Coordinator - Lorna Allen Historical Committee - Marianne Surmann 
Pizza - Diana Meneguzzi   Bake Sale - Laura Roye  
Athletic Wear/Used Clothing/Grade Parent Rep Coordinator - Liise Keeling 
    

Poinsettia Sales 
     I know many of our families celebrated the holiday 
season surrounded by the beauty of Bradford 
Greenhouses poinsettias and Drysdale’s handmade 
wreaths. We are pleased to report that the poinsettia 
orders raised $1000. 

Holiday Ev ent 
     A HUGE KBS thank you to Tammy Michaud for once 
again organizing a tremendously successful 3rd annual 
Griffin Tidings Holiday Event.  With over 30 vendors 
featuring fabulous gifts and unique jewellery, there was 
definitely something for everyone at this year’s event.  With 
very little cost involved in running this type of function, 
Parent Council was able to raise $3500. 

Shop and Support  
     KBS families have definitely risen to the challenge of supporting the Shop and Support program. I am excited to 
announce that for the first time we have raised over $5,500 before Christmas holidays.  If every family at KBS 
continues to purchase one $250 grocery card a month for the remainder of the school year we can raise an additional 
$6000. Be sure to purchase your cards through the Thursday folder, or after Friday morning assemblies. 

Getting Together Nights  
     In the month of November, Parent Council hosted 
our first ever Bingo Night , with a sold out crowd raising 
$400.  The night was an overwhelming success, fi lled 
with pizza, laughter, prizes and new friendships made.  
A special thank you to Rob Dasovic for supplying the 
bingo equipment, and Bo Sochaniwskyj for going out of 
her way to pick up the wonderful prizes.  We currently 
have a waiting list of 8 families interested in a spring 
Bingo Night; stay tuned for more details of how you can 
get in on the fun. 

Lunch program  
     We are delighted to say that Mom’s Restaurant and Subway were great additions to our lunch program with record 
numbers of lunch orders. With the fast approach of term 3, we are currently in the process of picking some new lunch 
menu options.  Term 3 lunch forms will be sent out on Feb 12th to be returned by Feb 20th. 

Friend-raising Events 
     Mark your calendar on May 4th & 5th for a Mom and Me 
Tea and Beading Party . Children will have the chance to 
have a tea party with their moms before Mother’s Day and 
make a beautiful bracelet for her. Loreli Cockram, owner/
designer of Big Vil lage, will be instructing us on the art of 
West African hand-made recycled glass bead design.  Tickets 
will be on sale at the end of April. 
     Stay tuned for more information on a Cake Decorating 
Night, as well as a Nutrition and Yoga Night (dates to be 
announced). 

Upcoming Events 
 

Barrie Colts Night Feb 12th    PC Meetings - April 3rd, June 5th 
Bake sale Feb 27th, April 24th, May 29th   Mom and Me Tea & Beading Party May 4th & 5th 
       Carnival Day June 10th 
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 Alumni News 
 

The Kenya Program:  An Application Essay from Luke McLeod (Class of 2006) 
 
I can, I wil l. Four simple words demonstrate how I feel about social issues, world problems and the Kenya 

Project. I feel I would be a fantastic candidate for this program because of my character traits, qualities and my 
determination to be the change. Throughout my life I have tried to be a better person in my family, with my friends 
and in the community. I have achieved this through volunteer work, community involvement as well as personal 
growth and fulfillment. 

Volunteer work is extremely important to me and is a large part of my life. The Duke of Edinburgh’s Young 
Canadian Challenge is a course, that over six months to twelve months, combines volunteer efforts, personal fitness,  
skil l building and an expedition into the outdoors. For the community service portion I volunteered at Candlelighters 
Simcoe, an organization that helps families that have been affected by childhood cancer. I continue to volunteer as 
an Art Studio assistant, assisting those children and their siblings who have experienced childhood cancer.  

Being accepted into the Kenya Program would open many doors for me as a student but also in the future as 
an adult. I am actively pursuing a career in Environmental Engineering and would love to be involved with 
organizations like Engineers Without Borders or Hope International. Water shortages and unsanitary water sources 
are an enormous problem in countries like Kenya and I feel I could use my interests and my skil ls to help solve a 
problem like this.  

I am fully dedicated to this program and the challenges of night school, two grade twelve credits and 
fundraisers.  I am ready for an adventure of a l ifetime to help those in most need. I am ready to Be The Change. I 
have many goals in l ife; attend university, travel the world, have a family and become an Environmental Engineer. My 
goals aren’t motivated by money, power or prestige; all I could hope for is to show the world that anyone can make a 
difference. 

 
 

  
     
     Two years  ago, my family went  to Paris to consider the idea of moving to Europe. 
At the time, it all seemed so magical and wonderful. We contemplated Italy, 
Switzerland, Ireland and Spain. I was the one who said, "Why don't we move to 
France?" 
      Soon after, the dream became a reality. On August 25, 2008 we boarded a plane 
and arrived in France 15 hours later (we are actually on the French Swiss border, 
about 10 minutes from Geneva). In the beginning, it was just a vacation. But after one 
month, I  started to realize the reality of our 'holiday.' I had to go to school - in French!  
I had to do my homework - in French! I had to speak - in French!  I started to 
understand what it must be like for people who move to Canada and speak no 
English when they arrive. I started to understand the frustration of not being able to 
express yourself in another language. I started to understand what it is like to be an outsider and to struggle with a new 
culture.  To really miss your family and friends and all the things that are familiar about home. Although it hasn't been 
easy, I've learned a new language, lots about a new culture, a new way of looking at the world AND I've had the chance 
to visit many European countries. Would I do it again?? Only if I could bring all my friends, my Grandparents, cousins, 
aunts, uncles, house and maple syrup! The highlights have included: 
 

· Going to Munich, Germany and seeing the castle that Disney used as the design for its ‘castle’ in Orlando  
· Staying in a Swiss Chalet located in the Alps  
· Hiking in the Alps 
· Taking a train up Mont. Blanc 
· Meeting people from all over the world (Geneva is a very International city - I have friends from Senegal, 

Vietnam, England, and Germany) 
· A cool church right in the middle of the old town  
· Seeing the sights of Paris (Eiffel Tower, Notre Dame and the Louvre)  
· Going to London, England (seeing the Tower of London,  Buckingham Palace, Wicked and The Sound of Music) 
· Seeing Edinburgh, the capital of Scotland 
· Skiing in the Alps (next week for are going for a week at Saas Fee, a ski village where cars are not allowed) 
· Going to the Balloon Festival in Chateau D'oex  
...and lots more to come. 

   Brigitte at  Le Mer de Glace in M ont Blanc 

Becoming a Foreigner  
By Brigitte Paw liw-Fry 
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KBS At Work and Play 
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KBS is committed to  
providing an  

exemplary education that 
empow ers  

students to embrace their 
personal potential as  

productive and  
responsible global  

citizens. 

MISSION  
STATEM ENT 

576 Bryne Driv e 
Barrie, ON  L4N 9P6 
Tel: (705) 739-4731 

www.kempenfeltbayschool.ca 


