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A Message from the Head of School 

I am so very proud of our students and our communit y! 
     KBS is a spectacular example of a community, constantly working together to 
create a setting that is focused on supporting all the elements of a student’s 
education, their character development and becoming global citizens.  The collective 
goal to strengthen KBS with outstanding teachers, engaged students, dedicated 
parents, and the resources necessary for a 21st century education, has been a focus 
this year and will continue to be a priority. 
     At the root of our school’s success, is a community that is filled with people who 
care about each other.  Each day, I am thankful for the greetings I receive on the 
plaza in the morning, in the hallways throughout the day, and heading out the door 
on the way home.  Each week, however, I am continuously impressed by the 
wonderful interactions between friends in class, in houses, on teams and in musical 
groups, among faculty, staff and parents, all who are working together to create this 
outstanding learning atmosphere called KBS.   
     As I travelled home from Montreal, after attending the CAIS Best Practices 
Conference, I reflected on the fact that KBS, despite being a new school in reality 
and in the eyes of our counterparts, can be very proud of the student and community 
accomplishments that have been made in this first 10 years of our history.  Although 
our shared location in ‘the mall’ may not be the ideal, long-term location, we are very 
much on track with creating a setting for our students that encourages life-long 
learning, reaching for their individual potential and ultimately becoming empathetic 
members of our planet. 
     There are many wonderful examples of this educational balance, but I would like 
to highlight our involvement in the recent Kiwanis Festival.  Approximately 80% of 
KBS students were involved, both as individuals and in our school groups.  The 
priority placed on music at KBS is an added value to our program, which requires 
learning an instrument, practising, determination, being part of a team, performing in 
front of an audience, and in each case at Kiwanis, being part of an audience.  With 
this said, I had the opportunity to thank our middle school students as they returned 
from their performance, not only for their first place standing in all their categories, 
but also for the fact that they were outstanding audience members.  These selfless 
moments of being part of an audience and appreciating the talent, hard work and 
effort of others is a personal aptitude that our community fosters through our daily 
interactions and particularly through our weekly assemblies.   
     As we approach the end of our 10th Anniversary year, KBS is positioned to take 
on the next decade with energy and drive to build on our strengths, to engage our 
students and to continue developing a community that sees no challenge as being 
too lofty.  Thank you for sharing in this milestone of our school, and for the part you  
play.   
 
 
 
Andy Rodford 

We need your help with Enrolment! 
 

A key to our long-term sustainability is strong enrolment.  Bolstered by more than 90% re-enrolment of 
current KBS students for this coming school year, we are still actively seeking new students to join KBS in 

September.  The Board’s newly founded Enrolment and Marketing Committee, made up of current parents, 
teachers, administration and board members, is seeking new families to welcome to KBS.  Please help us by 

recommending families who would benefit from a KBS education.  We will forward them an information 
package but we ask that you help by bringing them to the school for a visit, because as we all know,  

seeing is believing! 

 
 
 

KBS’ 10TH  
ANNIVERSARY 

GALA 
 

Thank you from our 
students to everyone 

who helped make 
our 10th Anniversary 

Gala such a great 
success! 
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A Message from the Associate Head of School 

     Over the decades, the field of education has had an on
-going battle about the importance of teaching the arts; 
drama, dance, vocal and instrumental music, and visual 
art.  Those individuals who are in control of the academic 
budgetary purse strings, stress the necessity of teaching 
only the core subjects.  This financial constraint has 
become increasingly prevalent in the U.S. with the “no 
child left behind” policy and in Canada with standardized 
testing. 
     Specialists who teach the arts to students see 
evidence of increased self esteem, concentration and 
school achievement, and can attest to the importance of 
including these subjects in the curriculum. The founders of 
KBS clearly understood the relevance of the arts in 
teaching to the whole child, and ensured that the timetable 
here was flexible enough to include these essential 
subjects. 
     Essential, you may ask?  Studies demonstrate that 
“young people interested in studying and performing 
music, dance and drama, may also demonstrate 
increased motivation to learn in other subject areas, which 
leads to improved cognition.  Music training can bolster 
young people’s memorization skills, providing them with 
the ability to manipulate information in both working and 
long term memory.  Music training can also help children 
make gains in math and reading classes.” 1 

     At KBS, we are very fortunate to be able to schedule 
specific classes for the teaching of the arts.  These 
classes are taught by highly qualified professionals who 
are able to draw on the talents of our students.  One only 
needs to peer into the art room to see the kind of skills 
being developed to know how valuable this kind of 
education is.  Imagine an environment where you can 
model, manipulate and construct the multi-dimensional art 
that adorns our halls and the display shelves in the library, 
which is nothing short of magnificent. 

     May 4th was Music Monday, where schools across 
Canada join together in celebration of music, by singing the 
same song at the same time, across all the time zones.  
Annually, our KBS students stand at the entrance to our 
school, accompanied by the band, and share their 
considerable talent with our neighbours and the rest of 
Canada.  This nation-wide salute to music education 
externalizes our commitment to finding the musicality in 
each child, either vocally or instrumentally. 
     May is Music Month at KBS.  Fresh from our triumph at 
Roy Thompson Hall with 1500 CIS students in April, we 
celebrate Music Monday, compete at the Kiwanis Festival 
with our primary and intermediate choirs, and our three 
bands, and end the month with our primary musical.  It is a 
festival of music from start to finish. 
     Do the arts make a difference in education?  The 
answer is written on the faces of our students when they 
sing in harmony, create African percussion rhythms from 
drums they have made, give a Mother’s Day gift of a finely 
crafted piece of ceramic, or play ‘Oh Canada’ on the 
trumpet at our morning assembly.   The results are positive 
in every way.  From JK to Grade 8, part of what makes 
KBS and its’ students special, is 
our commitment to the arts.  “To 
be or not to be?” you may ask.  
The answer to this question is a 
resounding YES! 
 
Susan Davidson 
 
 
 
1. Making Content through Arts 
Integration, Education Update, Volume 51, 
Number 3, March 2009, Association for 
Supervision and Curriculum Development. 

 

The Arts: To be or not to be 

Carnival Day 2009 
 

You are cordially invited to our 
10th Anniversary Alumni Reunion and Carnival Day Celebr ation 

 

Wednesday, June 10, 2009 
3:30 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. 

Everyone is welcome! 
 

Alumni are welcome to try our rock climbing wall, p lay human foosball,  
and visit our Alumni Lounge to catch up with friend s,  

view pictures and memorabilia, and create a tile fo r our anniversary mosaic!   
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Primary News 

     Spring has sprung 
in the JK room.  Our 
grass seed that we 
planted is growing 
TALL.  Every morning 
when the children come 
to school, they are 
anxious to see if our 
seeds have sprouted.  
We’re not sure if it will 

be the sunflower, 
popcorn or lima bean 
that will sprout first. 
     We have been 
very busy during third 
term. Our class had a 
new student join us 
just before March 
Break.  Danielle 
Bennett is a welcome 
addition to our small 

Junior Kindergarten  -  Jody Boasley and Margaret Kennedy 

and museum building 
maps that she brought to 
class. Ethan Melanson 
displayed a map of the 
Disney World Park Hotel 
along with photos and 
autographs of Disney 
characters.  Zeth used 
his creativity to make a 
map of his house that 
showed where he spent his time.  Also, he brought in a map 
of Barrie with all the places he went marked in red.  During 
the March Mission “Agent” reporting time, the students 
viewed maps of roads, towns, islands, amusement parks, 

hotels, museums, galleries, homes, and 
ski hills.  The interest generated was 
enormous.  Once all “agent” reporting was 
complete, the Senior Kindergarten 
students shared their mission items with 
their Grade Three Reading Buddies.  
     Taking the interest generated around 
maps and traveling, the SK students went 
on to learn cardinal directions, follow a 
simple maze map on the playground four 
square lines, read a map key and create a 
simple map. An imaginary trip to China 

was planned.  The students located this country on the wall 
map and the globe and we were China bound.  In 
conjunction with our trip, the SK students participated in the 
creation of Chinese flags, drums, dragons, fans, food, 
traditional pottery, and simple maps. The resulting mapping 
journey was fantastic! 
   

Senior Kindergarten  -  Katharyn Milledge and Liz Godschalk 
     At 3:30 on March 12th, as the SK Students left for two 
weeks off, they were quietly slipped envelopes marked TOP 
SECRET and addressed to Secret Agent  (SK Student’s last 
name here).  An excerpt of the inside contents read: 
     Dear Agents, you are about to have an adventure with your 
family. Please bring from your journey the following items:    
 • A map of the place you visited  
 • A picture or post card from the place you visited 
 • Something interesting you found during your visit   
     The SK March Missions were created to generate interest 
and enthusiasm for our Term Three Mapping unit for Social 
Studies.  Excitement and involvement in the unit is exactly 
what this activity did produce.   
     The vast assortment of March Mission 
items that arrived after March Break was 
beyond our teacher expectations.  Madison 
Loeff visited her auntie and fulfilled her 
mission by bringing back a map of the town 
of Tillsonburg, along with a bristol board 
displaying pictures of places she visited 
there.  Ayden Woolsey spoke in depth of his 
cruise and island adventures with family and 
friends using mounted pictures and a map of 
the islands of St. Thomas, Cabo and Mexico 
as visual prompts,  Ally Exel made a map 
that showed how to get from her house to 
Tae Kwon Do camp.  Then she demonstrated how to break a 
wooden board with her foot. Hilary Roye created a memory 
book of her adventure to Ottawa, which included maps and 
pictures of her drive and all the places she visited.  Hilary 
beamed as she relayed her adventures experienced on her 
visits to museums, galleries, the Peace Tower and Stephen 
Harper’s house.  The SK students compared the Ontario road 

School News 

but MIGHTY group.  
     How timely it was 
that we found out 
Danielle’s mother is 
a veterinarian, when 
we were just starting 
our Pet Unit.  We 
were fortunate to 
have her come to 
our class and bring 
their dog for a visit.  
Everyone listened to 
Michelin’s heart beat 
and learned all about 
caring for pets.   
     The JK and SK class joined together to learn about 
Easter.  We enjoyed reading stories, eating yummy snacks 
and most of all, an Easter egg hunt.   
     Although we are very happy to have the sun and warmth 
of spring, it once again reminds us that our school year is 
coming to a close.  We are sad to say good-bye to our 
class but very proud of all their growth and success 
throughout the year.  Have a safe and happy summer. 
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School News 

Grade 1 - Laurel Mintz 

Primary News 

     It is hard to believe that Grade 1 is almost over.  This 
third term has flown by. We have done lots of amazing 
things since returning from March Break.  
     The children had several wonderful opportunities to 
connect the many aspects of Language Arts with 
technology.  They each chose a poem to memorize and 
recite. Our parents were invited to the classroom to listen 
to the presentations.  After videotaping the students, they 
then watched and heard themselves on the Smartboard in 
the library.  Later in the month, the children demonstrated 

several things in class 
as the ‘It’s Elementary’ 
crew taped them. The 
most exciting activity 
for them, however, 
occurred a few weeks 
ago, when a crew from 
‘The Director’s Cut’ 
came in and the 
children created short 
DVD’s from start to 
finish.  The students 
learned about 
storyboards, planning 
props, using digital 
cameras and laptops, 

and adding sound effects and music to still shots. 
     As part of our Social Studies unit, Our Local 
Community, our Science unit, Everyday Structures, and 
the Geometry strand in Math, the students worked together 
designing and building a community.  Their enthusiasm for 
this project was fuelled by a visit from Hannah’s parents, 
Angela Baldwin and Mark Jepp, both of whom are urban 
planners.  They brought in plans, photos, bulldozers and 
piping.  They then very generously offered to take us to 
their different building sites which are in various states of 
completion.  We had a wonderful trip to Brampton and 
proudly wore our hard hats all day long! 
     As part of our Science unit, Energy in Our Lives, Ms. 
Kendra Wagner, a supply teacher at KBS, generously 
offered her time and led the students through several 
stations where they got to experiment with different forms 
of energy.  They used a waterwheel and a windmill to see 
how many washers they could lift and discussed different 
types of renewable and non-renewable forms of energy.  
     The Grade 1 students and I have had a wonderful year. 
I am so appreciative of the parents who volunteered in our 
classroom these past months – whether it was helping to 
make instruments, baking chocolate chip cookies, leading 
a singsong or accompanying us on field trips. Thank you 
very much. Have a wonderful summer and keep reading! 

Grade 2 - Karen Lyons 

     It’s hard to believe that the end of the school year 
is nearly here. It has been a busy time in Grade 2 
with lots of different learning taking place.  
     My personal favourite is “Hands On Thursday.”  
Every Thursday, students are engaged in various 
kinaesthetic activities, used as another way to 
stimulate learning. This term we have played Spelling 
Twister, Bowling, Hopscotch Math, a giant game of 
Scrabble, Magic Tarp Memory, and used our bodies 
to create clocks and ramps. 
     Our Social Studies research went very well, 
thanks to all the extra time Mrs. Porter spent with us. 
Each student became an expert on a different 
country from around the world. They are now able to 
identify the food that is eaten, the national animal, the 
geography of the land, and the variety of clothing that 
is worn. At the end of the month, we stamped our 
KBS passports as we shared our findings with our 
parents and traveled around the world, tasting food 
along the way! 
     In Science, the students learned all about 
movement and friction and wrapped up the unit by 
building a truck that could carry a small load. 

     Math was great fun this term, as we learned 
about time, money, fractions and even started on 
multiplication tables. The students were able to find 
out how much a dinner for four would cost at “Café 
KBS,” how to share a small snack with a lot of 
people, and how long the school day really is when 
you have to record every major action you take 
during the day.  
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     It seems like just yesterday that the Grade 3 students 
wore their blazers for the first time, yet the end of the 
school year is already upon us.  This year has been filled 
with a lot of firsts for the students.  They got their first 
blazer, they finally got the chance to be the table leaders in 
the Lunch Room, they received their first cursive books, 
and for the first time they got to be in a classroom upstairs. 
Not only were there many firsts for the students, but for 
myself as well, as together many of us learned how to knit 
and sew.  With all of these firsts who could possibly not 
have a wonderful year? 
     This term has been a very busy one.  We have tried to 
take advantage of the warm weather as often as possible 
by conducting some of our lessons outside.  Some days we 
found it quite a challenge as the wind tried to blow our 
sheets away and knocked down our experiments. 
     The students learned a great deal about stability through 
a variety of hands-on activities and experiments.  They 
discovered why structures need to be stable, how to 
increase the stability of structures, ways to make them 
balance, and as well, the effects different forces have on 
structures.  To conclude our unit, the students had a great 
time building their own circus float, which had to hold a 100 
g mass and roll down a ramp 50 cm. 
     In Social Studies, the Grade 3s learned how to create 
brochures using Microsoft Publisher as a wrap up to their 
Communities unit.  They spent many hours learning how to 
change the background of their brochure, how to insert 
pictures, and how to select various fonts.  The end product 
was some very colourful and informative brochures. 

Grade 3 - Christine Taylor 

Junior News 

School News 

     They also had the opportunity to learn about Pioneers.  
As a kick off to the unit, each student, with the assistance 
of Mrs. Moore, got to make their own pioneer outfits using 
a sewing machine.  Thank you very much Mrs. Moore, for 
all the time that you spent helping us create such lovely 
outfits.  I would also like to thank those parents who 
helped with some of the prep work.  In addition to creating 
their own pioneer clothing, the Grade 3s also spent a 
great deal of time, on the school’s brand new laptops, 
completing a pioneer web quest.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     Looking back over the year I am absolutely amazed at 
all that the students have accomplished.  It has been a 
fantastic year and it saddens me to know that it is quickly 
coming to a close.  I wish everyone a safe and happy 
summer holiday and look forward to seeing everyone in 
September. 

Grade 4 - Deanna Reid 
     Throughout this term, Grade 4 students have been busy 
preparing and presenting speeches, memory bag 
presentations, and persuasive writing paragraphs.  We 
have conquered long division, telling time to the minute and 
estimating.  We are still working on multiplication skills and 
students are encouraged to 
continue practising their 
multiplication tables at home.   
     During this term, Grade 4 
students thoroughly enjoyed a 
whirlwind trip across Canada, 
visiting many wonderful sites 
such as the Hopewell Rocks, 
Buchart Gardens, Nova Scotia’s 
Pumpkin Regatta, Lucy Maude 
Montgomery’s home, Dinosaur 
Park, and the International Peace 
Garden, to name only a few.  We 
also enjoyed tasting lots of awesome snacks from each of 
Canada’s provinces and territories. Our trip was made 
possible through the “magic” of the outstanding Power 
Point projects prepared by each Grade 4 student.   
     Upon returning from our trip across Canada, we 

ventured into the Middle Ages. We enjoyed a visit to 
the Royal Ontario Museum where we participated in a 
number of hands on activities to help us discover what 
life was really like in the Middle Ages.  We also 
enjoyed using the new “upstairs” laptops to complete a 

webquest, reading 
information about Medieval 
times and collecting clues 
from the king’s jester to help 
us identify a mystery 
Medieval item.  In the midst 
of all our traveling, we were 
able to squeeze in some fun 
with our JK buddies, 
teaching them about 
tangrams, spring and even 
ice cream making.  
     It has been a busy term 

in Grade 4, and students have earned a much 
anticipated, fun filled summer break.  I hope each of 
you have a great vacation full of fun and exciting 
adventures you will share with me in the fall.   
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      Spring has sprung, and so has our excitement for our 
enrichment studies trip to Queen’s.  On Monday, May 25th, the 
Grade 6 students took the bus to Kingston and stayed in 
residence for three nights.  Over the three days at the 
university, the students studied one track of courses which 
they chose from a variety of studies such as dance and drama, 
robotics, fine arts, photography, sports and sociology to name 
a few.  They also had a chance to experience a plethora of 
extra curricular activities such as historical walks, arts and 
crafts, beach volleyball, chess and a magician workshop.   
     Our students went back in time for our Explorers unit, and 
came back with artefacts, journals and report cards from the 
various explorers who helped put Canada on the map.  The 
students worked extremely hard in completing their first entire 
I.B. project, and the end result was outstanding.  Presentations 
included a Viking helmet, sword, and ingot (you’ll have to ask 

Jordana Moro what that is 
J), and various early 
explorers’ journals and 
report cards. 
     If you have a bit of a 
queasy stomach around 
creepy crawlies, be sure 
to stay away from the 
Grade 6 classroom.  We 
are presently studying the 
lifecycle of mealworms, 

and happen to have a few dozen lying around.  Following the 
inquiry process, the students asked a question about 
mealworms and had to prove their hypothesis.  For example, 
one student may have asked, “Are mealworms drawn to 
light?,” and over a period of time, observe the reaction of the 
mealworm to a flashlight.  Not only is this inquiry-based 
learning, but the students are discovering how to 
appropriately treat a smaller living thing.  Unfortunately, our 
mealworm friends will eventually end up in the stomach of a 
lizard, but that, too, is a lesson on 
the cycle of life. 
     Hannah Fletcher is to be 
congratulated on an outstanding 
public speaking performance 
competing at Royal St. George’s 
College against other Grade 6 
students.  Her speech on sweat 
shops was perfectly memorized, 
and eloquently presented.   
     On that note, I have to commend 
all of the Grade 6 students on a 
fantastic year.  You were all 
extremely hard working, interesting, 
fun and unique individuals.  I will 
miss you and the laughs we had, but look forward to 
witnessing your greatness in the future! 
 

School News 

Grade 5 - Meghan Hall 
     Third term has been very busy in Grade 5!  During the month 
of April, students prepared speeches on a wide variety of topics 
including Lego, anti-violence, John McCrae, and the Titanic.  On 
April 28th, Sophie Gwin represented our class at the CIS public 
speaking contest at Royal St. George’s College.  She placed 
second in the Grade 5 category.  We are very proud of Sophie’s 
effort! 
     The Social Studies unit, Ancient Civilizations, is a highlight of 
the Grade 5 year.  With a focus on ancient Egypt, Greece and 
Rome, students are identifying and comparing the ways in which 
people in various early civilizations met their physical and social 
needs, including how they interacted with and used the natural 
environment.  As part of this unit, in small groups, students are 
mummifying chickens to experience the process of 
mummification.  Each group researched an Egyptian name and 
selected one with an appropriate meaning.  Currently Layla, Urbi, 
Monifasaigra, and Chicke Osorkon Iawy lay in salt and spices.  In 
June, after the mummification process is finished, we will have a 
funeral parade out to the backyard to bury our Egyptian chickens.  
Next year, we will dig them up! 
     As part of an integrated Language and Social Studies unit, 
students read myths from various ancient civilizations.  They 
developed a definition of a myth and a list of characteristics of this 
form of writing.  Now, students are using this information as a 
model to write their own original myths.  Tasia’s Egyptian myth 
explains sand storms, Kielan’s Japanese myth explains how the 
mountains formed, and Nick’s Greek myth explains why it rains. 
     In Grade 5, Math involves games, hands-on activities, and lots 

of problem solving.  
During our fractions and 
decimals unit, students 
applied their knowledge 
of proper, improper, 
and equivalent fractions 
and mixed numerals to 
convert recipes in order 
to bake cookies.  We 
participated in The 
Grade 5 Metric Olympic 
Games to practise 
estimating and measuring.  “Athletes” participated in Paper Plate 
Discus, Straw Javelin, Cotton Ball Shot Put, Sponge Squeeze, 
Marble Grab, and the Big Foot Contest.  These Games 
encouraged students to measure using millimetres, centimetres, 
decimetres, metres, millilitres, and grams, and to calculate area.  
Card games to practise mental math and Jeopardy were other 
popular activities this term. 
     On Friday, June 5th, Grade 5 will host the first annual SNAP 
Math Fair.  A math fair has a superficial resemblance to a 
science fair as it has a tabletop display presided over by 
students, but the similarity does not extend much beyond this.  A 
SNAP Math Fair is Students-centered, Non-competitive, All-
inclusive, and Problem-based.  The purpose of our math fair is to 
provide a fun, meaningful problem-solving experience for 
students.  We invite you to join us on June 5th and challenge you 
to solve the problems we pose! 

 
  

Junior News 

Grade 6 - Carrie Lane 

Middle School News 
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Grade 7 - Diane FitzGerald & Ellen Wells 
Middle School News 

School News 

     The Grade 7 class has been “digging deep” into 
the curriculum in Science and the Humanities this 
term.  In History, the students researched an event 
or significant figure in the “War of 1812,” and used 
their unique talents to share their knowledge.  We 
had fun playing student-created board games, 
watching PowerPoint presentations and videos, and 
sharing scrapbooks and stories.  To conclude our 
History studies this year, we will learn how conflicts 
in Canada’s history have shaped 
our country today.   
     Man’s relationship with nature 
and the environment has been 
the focus in Geography.  This 
topic has been very relevant to 
the students as we debated 
different points of view relating to 
global warming, and the cause/
effect relationship between 
human behaviours and climate 
change.  These discussions have 
meshed with our study of 
”Structural Strength and Stability” 
in Science.  How do our decisions 
as consumers impact the 
environment in other countries? 
On a practical level, the students 
studied the relationship between 
form and function in the design 
and construction.   They then turned this knowledge 
into action into the design and construction of a fully 
biodegradable Eco-Chair.   
     The students will integrate their geography and 
science studies to finish this term.  The students will 
investigate the relationship between man’s 
interaction with the environment through agriculture 
and the harvesting of natural resources, and the 
conditions needed to sustain biologically diverse 
ecosystems. 
     Third term also brought with it our public 
speaking contest.   Every student in Grade Seven 
presented an outstanding speech about leadership.  
Amanda Jones was our class winner and 
represented Kempenfelt Bay School at Sterling Hall 
School in Toronto.  Brendan FitzGerald represented 
KBS at Havergal College with his French speech 
about his love of skiing. 
     The Grade 7 students worked diligently in 
assisting in the fundraising programme for Free The 
Children.  Their hard work selling candy grams, fish 

pond tickets, and organizing various other activities, was 
greatly appreciated. 
     With June rapidly approaching, we have looked 
backed at our year, which seems to have flown by.  
There were so many fantastic experiences for us to 
remember: citizenship day, poetry café, science fair, 
filming of “It’s Elementary,” Sainte Marie Among the 
Hurons, the McMichael Art Gallery, public speaking, 
Kiwanis and Camp Wenonah.   

     As we move forward, the students 
will complete their portfolios in 
preparation for the election of Head 
Prefects, House Heads and other 
leadership roles.  These will include 
the letters of application and resumes, 
letters of reference, and many 
certificates of achievement.  The 
portfolios will highlight the many 
leadership qualities the students in 
Grade 7 possess.  All faculty and 
middle school students will have an 
opportunity to look through the 
portfolios when they are on display.  
Each Grade Seven student will speak 
before a group of their peers, as well 
as Mr. Rodford and Ms. Davidson.  All 
of the Grade 7 students have worked 
very hard this year.  We are extremely 
proud of their accomplishments, and 

would like to wish them good luck with the election 
process.  
     We would like to wish all of our students a wonderful 
summer and look forward to hearing about their 
continued success next year in Grade 8.  It has been a 
privilege to teach all of them.  Thank you for a fantastic 
year! 
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Middle School News 

School News 

Grade 8 - Nick Powell 

     Graduation plans and the Quebec trip have both helped fuel the excitement of Grade 8s, as they speed 
rapidly toward the end of the term, and their elementary school careers.  Against this canvas of energy, the 
students have endeavoured to remain focussed on their studies. 
     In the early part of the term, students thoroughly researched, discussed and debated the topic of 
multiculturalism.  All of this was part of their Language work concerning the writing and presentation of 
speeches.  Martin Luther King, Ghandi, Bill Clinton and John Lennon were amongst the many historical 
figures referenced for quotes and oratory techniques.  Using their growing knowledge and awareness of the 
subject, each of the students was able to compose a speech that explored and explained multicultural issues. 
The calibre of the work was very high and this made it very difficult to select a representative for the Grade 8 
Public Speaking Competition at Sterling Hall in early April.  Alex Recio travelled with Mrs. FitzGerald and Ms. 
Davidson to Toronto. Alex represented KBS beautifully, as she presented her speech concerning the 
multicultural nature of Canada’s population. 
     Canada’s population has been the focus of the Grade 8’s 
geography studies. Students have considered just what factors are 
involved in people’s decisions concerning where to live.  This has 
given the class a great opportunity to look at the current economic 
situation and in particular, the difficulties facing the motor industry 
here in Southern Ontario.  Pupils have developed a very good 
understanding of the situation and recognise the implications for 
many Canadians, their families and the province as a whole. 
Similarly, the class learned that both economics and an aging 
population are factors governing current and future immigration 
into Canada. 
     Late 19th century immigration to Canada and migration to the 
west both featured heavily in the Grade 8 history studies.  Students learned about the First Nations peoples’ 
living in the Prairies, and how this was affected by the arrival of the settlers.  Pupils also recognised the 
immense contribution made by Chinese immigrants to the development of the Canadian Pacific Railway and 
how this was a significant factor in the rapid expansion of the Canada after Confederation.  Grade 8 studies in 
History and Geography have again complimented and enhanced each other, contributing to the class 
developing a sound understanding of how all aspects of human ingenuity and culture are linked together. 
     Grade 8’s scientific studies have been flowing as they have studied the Water System and the mechanics 

of Fluids.  Revising details concerning the water cycle and learning more 
about the influence of humans upon this, has been a significant focus of the 
these studies. Students have developed a substantial understanding of the 
particle theory, viscosity and density in relation to the mechanics of fluids 
     This term, Grade 8 successfully established a link with Canadian soldiers 
serving in Afghanistan.  This was initiated by the soldiers themselves when 
they sent a letter and disposable camera to Ms. Davidson requesting some 
friendly communication to alleviate the boredom and loneliness of the 
Kandahar base.  Grade 8 students eagerly responded via email and have 
recently been rewarded with individual responses from the very grateful 
soldiers.  The students felt proud to have made some small contribution to 
the efforts of the soldiers serving in Afghanistan. 
      As the end of the term approaches and excitement rises, the Grade 8 
students have remained committed and continue to demonstrate their 
exemplary role as student leaders. Close knit and dedicated, the students 
are intent on completing the year on a high note, and now with Curtis back 
in the fold, they are a force to be reckoned with.    
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School News 

French News 

Julie Corbeil—JK, SK, Grades 6, 7, 8 
     It's incredible how time flies when you are having fun!  The last 
segment of the year, in French, was absolutely fabulous! 
     JK students sang their hearts out while studying the seasons, the 
months of the year, and the days of the week presented in class.  They 
impressed the gallery on Grandparents Day, when they offered their 
wonderful performance at assembly! 
     SK students were as well, very talented in their final play of the year: 
‘Le Chat et La Lune.’   Not only were they able to tell the story, on their 
own, following the gesture approach, they also responded in French to 
questions related to the text, with many complete sentences. 
     Grade 6 students seriously discussed our unit topic, outdoor 
activities, and their impact on our health.  The reflections of their own 
personal life were fascinating. Students were then asked to research resorts located in the Quebec province, and 
discovered that it is quite popular for French people, to enjoy life, and spend time in nature.  They did an impressive job, 
trying to promote their outdoor activity center, and convince many of the benefits of taking time off. 
     Grade 7 students, on the other side of the hallway, were busy learning about ‘Star Académie.’  For their last term, 
they studied francophone music, and were introduced to the French equivalent of Canadian Idol.  The final project 
required them to choose one of the 14 artists involved in the contest.  After they became familiar with their favourite 
singer, they wrote a biography, and proudly presented their contestant at our KBS French Music Awards!   
     Grade 8 students, on another note, transformed themselves into tourist guides!  The objective of their final 
assignment, was to discover Quebec City, in its entire entity.  Each student of the graduating class prepared a detailed 
presentation, on one of the most important places, that they will visit in the first week of June.  They were excited to find 
out about the cool destination that they were about to go to!  It was extremely interesting to know what their opinion was 
on the French culture, in general.  They demonstrated a very positive outlook on interculturalism.   
To all: Bonnes Vacances! 
 

     Bonjour tout le monde! 
     In French this term, the Grade 1 class finished the many 
written activities for the unit “Le Prince Grenouille.”  They 
have learned many verbs such as “saute, tombe, lance, 
aime, pleure, ouvre, ferme.”  They are now building their 
confidence to perfect their pronunciation and expression by 
rehearsing their play in small groups. 
     The Grade 2 students completed 
all the written activities for the unit 
“Cendrillon.”  Some students were 
able to play a board game with a 
partner reinforcing the learned 
vocabulary.  It is amazing to see them 
read the questions and answer them 
correctly in order to play the game 
completely in French.  They also 
performed their play to their 
classmates.  C’est fantastique! 
     The Grade 3 students were 
excited to learn the play, “Comment y 
aller?”  In this unit, the students were 
continuing to learn new vocabulary, while travelling to 
France and Québec with Marie, Pierre and Zozo.  They 
learned also different transports, such as “bateau, avion, 
train, auto and soucoupe volante.”  Also, students had to 

Sandra Poirier - Grades 1 - 5 
read simple sentences and demonstrate 
understanding by answering in complete sentences 
using the correct spelling of the vocabulary, the correct 
verb and syntax. 
     The Grade 4 students worked really hard at 
rehearsing their play “Louis la Grenouille” and 
performing it to their classmates.  It was interesting to 

see them add their own personal 
touch.  In addition, they read and 
completed orally and in writing, 
simple and more challenging 
language manipulation activities, 
including one hundred total and 
partial questions.   
     In Grade Five, the students 
had to think creatively to write 
their own bizarre sentences for 
this unit, “Le Bistro des 
animaux.”  It was interesting to 
see how they used their 
imagination. In doing so, they 

developed a solid awareness of syntax and a deeper 
understanding of grammatical elements.   

Bravo les amis! 
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89%.  Both choirs performed their repertoire for Music 
Monday and for the Grandparents’ Day Assembly. 
     Music Monday (May 4th) was another sunny-day hit!  
All students participated in the song, “Sing, Sing” by 

Canadian composer Serena 
Ryder.  Other performances 
included our JK and SK 
students, both choirs, and the 
Jazz Band.  All of the 
businesses in our court were 
invited to bring their lunch and 
enjoy the music with us. 
     We then set our sails for 
the primary musical on Friday, 
May 29th following the morning 

assembly.  This year we performed “Pirates” and me 
hearties were a salty crew indeed!   
     For now, Arghhh and be off! 
  
 

School News 

     The April showers brought May flowers, and also a shower of musical 
performances.  April began with the ISMF performance at Roy Thompson Hall.  For 
the instrumental music performers, this is a journey that began with the Concert 
Band auditions in November at Pickering College, brought us to the halls of Upper 
Canada College for three exciting days of rehearsal, and culminated in the 
performance at Roy Thomson Hall.  Congratulations to Christopher Nordholm (1st 
Trumpet), Natasha Webber (1st Alto Saxophone), Dhruv Krishnan (1st Alto 
Saxophone), and Juan Oliva Ramos (2nd Alto Saxophone) for an outstanding 
performance. 
     Close on the heels of the ISMF was the Barrie Kiwanis Music Festival 
competition.  The Concert Band, Jazz Band and the Intermediate Wind Ensemble 
(made up of all the Grade 7 and 8 students) were all awarded gold medals and certificates.  As a part of the preparations 
for this event, we questioned the value of performing for an adjudicator.  The students had some wonderful responses, 
such as, raising the standard of the group, using your skills, having fun, challenge, and giving purpose to what we are 
doing.  This effort brought even more focus to the process.  The result was not only a gold award, but also the sense of 
the accomplishment of giving the best possible performance.  It is exciting to hear the students responding to the 
adjudicator, and be able to incorporate new ideas into their performance.  The Intermediate Wind Ensemble reprised 

their award winning performance on “Pirate Day”, which was May 29th. 
     In May, the Concert and Jazz Bands completed their performance seasons with two 
final performances on Music Monday and Grandparent’s Day.  Both groups have had 
numerous outstanding performances this year, and my thanks go to all of the members 
for all of their dedication.  I would like to acknowledge the Grade 8 students who are 
moving on to new challenges in High School, but have been such a big part of the 
musical community at KBS.  They are Christopher Nordholm, Jessica Kennedy, 
Hayden Ginsberg, Dan Draper, and Julia Tramer. We will all miss you next year.   
     While the Concert and Jazz Bands have finished for this year, the music room is not 
silent.  Many students are working on their Band Karate levels, and preparing for their 
summative assessments.  Keep practising everyone, and remember, “Use what talents 
you possess; the woods would be silent if no birds sang except the very best.  Have a 
wonderful summer, everyone! 

Music News 
Instrumental Music  -  Ellen Wells 

Vocal Music  -  Karlene Fletcher 

     It always amazes me how fast the third term flies 
by. There is so much opportunity to highlight our 
students’ performances here at school and in the 
community.  April began with the Independent Schools’ 
Music Festival at Roy 
Thompson Hall.  Our 
Intermediate Choir 
participated this year with 
16 members, and 4 
students participated in the 
Concert Band.  This is a 
wonderful opportunity to 
join with students from 
other independent schools 
and perform challenging 
repertoire. 
     The Intermediate Choir competed in the Barrie 
Kiwanis Festival where they placed first in their class 
with 88%.  For the second year, the Primary Choir also 
attended the Kiwanis Festival and received first with 



11 

 

School News 
Art News  -  Cindy Kay 
      
     Students in Grade 4 have worked diligently on their weaving projects.  Students learned how to string their loom 
with warp threads and weave back and forth with the weft yarn.  Choosing a colour scheme as well as designing 
balanced patterns was the main focus on creating the woven design.  Felt, fabric, and rya knots were used to add 
visual interest and texture to weavings.   
     Presently the students in Grade 4 are working on developing a medieval comic strip in conjunction with their 
studies on medieval times in their classroom.  Each student has developed a character and a storyline.  
Storyboards are sketched to assist the students in laying out their finished comic strip.  The final project will be 
constructed on the computer and coloured in by hand.   
     Grade 5 students completed underwater seascapes which encompassed a wide variety of concepts.  Each 
student created a patterned border to create a unique frame.  Various lines were used from scalloped, dotted, 
dashed, castle, and zigzag to create visual interest.  The students learned how to overlap land (foreground, 
middleground, and background) as well as objects to create a feeling of space. 
     Grade 5 students are presently studying ancient civilizations in their classroom.  In Art, we have focused on 
Egyptian art.  Students learned about the symbols used by the ancient Egyptians in their paintings.  Each student 
drew an Egyptian image with which they created a block print.  The tools and techniques of printmaking were 
taught.  Students learned how to transfer their image to the Safety-Kut using an ebony pencil.  Brayers were used 
to apply ink from the bench hook to the Safety-Kut.  Students learned how to print a basic black print, a rainbow 
roll, and a layered print.  Each student incorporated their name in hieroglyphics into their design.   

     Grade 6 students completed their fantasy Pointillism projects.  
As you can see, they are filled with thousands of coloured dots.  
The students learned how coloured dots mix when viewed from a 
distance and how the concepts of Pointillism have been used in 
our modern technology.   
     Barbara Reid is the artist who inspired the students to create 
their plasticine shadowbox creations.  Students brainstormed 
various animals indigenous to Canada and then selected a 
creature of their choice.  Each student researched the natural 
habitat of their creature and brought in resources to assist in their 
creative endeavours.  Students learned how to create forms of 
varying colours with basic sculpting techniques.  Each image has 
details to enhance the overall image.    
     Grade 7 students completed their pottery projects by painting 

the bisque surface and then adding a Haiku poem that reflects the animal they created on their pottery.  The 
students learned about various types of colours including pastel, metallic, earthy, and neon which they chose from 
to paint their pottery. 
     Grade 7 students are presently working on a Canadian culture magazine cover.  Through technology, we will be 
able to share the finished products with children throughout the world and teach about the unique attributes of 
Canadian culture.  Students are responsible for depicting one aspect through visual images, (background, clothing, 
and/or props) as well as text, which briefly explains the cultural 
aspect they are representing.   
     Grade 8 students were required to select an animal of their 
choice to create into a sculpture.  What gave the project scope 
and interest was the fact that the students were challenged to 
choose a medium with which they have never worked before or 
have limited experience.  Each student was required to research 
the technique they would like to try, gather photos of their animal, 
and search out examples of other artist’s artwork using their 
medium of choice.  The outcomes have been amazing and quite 
varied!  Students have created their sculptures using such 
materials as wire, plasticine, Paris Craft, foam, wood, and paper 
mache.  Each class, they were required to reflect in their Work 
Log, giving them the opportunity to write down how long they 
worked, what they accomplished, what they will do next class, 
and what they thought about during the day’s work time. 
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School News 

Library Resource News  -  Sandi Porter 

What’s new in the Resource Centre? 
 

 

 

 

 

BATTLE OF THE BOOKS 
 

     Our BOB team represented the school well at the annual Battle of the Books at the Barrie Public Library 
once again this year.  On April 28th we participated in mini battles at the library and missed only one question 
in the four battles.  Because of our strong showing we made it to the 
grand Battle on Friday, May 1st in City Hall council chambers.  The 
competition was fierce this year! We battled against Good Shepherd and 
Ferndale and finished fourth out of the eight schools invited to the final 
showdown.   
     Thank you to all the parents and families who showed up to cheer us 
on and to the members of the team who worked so hard throughout the 
year. I know next year’s team will be even stronger. 
     Members of the KBS BOB team were Jessie Kennedy, Ami Powell, 
Alex Recio, Sarah Jane Wyatt, Natasha Webber, Amanda Jones, Zen 
Lafond, Dhruv Krishnan, Adrian Cook, Avondale Nixon, Akira Chaita and 
Lucia Surmann. Special thanks to Mrs. Reid, who helped so much with 
this year’s team. 
     Any students who wish to try out for next year’s team are urged to visit the Barrie Public Library and pick 
up next year’s list so they can start reading over the summer.  The list will be available by the end of June and 
can also be accessed online at http://www.library.barrie.on.ca/.  

RESEARCH 
 
     KBS students are working toward becoming great researchers and it is 
wonderful to see them looking up information in books, encyclopaedias and on the 
internet.  The goal of the resource centre is to be the information centre of the 
school and the students have come to realize that they can come here to locate 
materials for projects, assistance with bibliographies, books for pleasure reading 
and a calm place for working. 
     The Grade 2 class recently completed research projects on Countries of the 
World and spent several periods in the resource centre learning how to locate 
information in encyclopaedias.  They skimmed for details and took jot notes so 
they could write out the facts in their own words.  It was great to see them 
assemble the information into completed projects! 

GOODBYE 
 
     I have thoroughly enjoyed my 5 years at KBS and can’t think of a better way to end my teaching career.  
The KBS community is supportive and nurturing and a great place to work.  I will miss the parents who have 
been so generous with donations and support. I will miss my colleagues; we have a great team here. Most of 
all, I will miss the kids. But I know I can come back and visit anytime and I know they will be in the capable 
hands of Mrs. Reid, who loves books as much as I do. 

Education's purpose is to replace an empty mind with an open one.  

-Malcolm Forbes (1919—1990) 
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School News 

Splish and Splash    
     The Grades 1-3 classes have been participating in an eight-week 
swim programme at the Holly Community Centre. The students have 
been travelling over to Holly pool on Thursdays and swimming from 
2:10 – 2:50 p.m. The swimming skills the students developed can be 
carried over to the Red Cross Aqua Quest swim programme.      
     Although they learned some invaluable life saving skills in the 
water, I know that each student was counting down their swimming 
days to the final week so they could hit the water slide. 

 
Is it a Let or a Stroke?  
     The Grade Eight class travelled across the street to the Barrie Athletic Club for 
Physical Education classes on Thursdays from 2:30 – 3:30 p.m.  The students spent one 
hour each week learning the skills, scoring and etiquette 
for the game of squash from Mr. Paul Ryan, who is the 
owner of the BAC and a certified Level 3 squash 
instructor.  It was a fantastic learning experience for the 
students as the rules of squash changed this year from 
winning a point on your serve to a rally point scoring 
system that is similar to the game of volleyball.  When not 
on the squash courts, the students were participating in 
spin classes, yoga, kick boxing and cardiovascular 
training with one of the certified instructors at the BAC.  

Sports News  -  Craig Johnson 

Advancement 

     We have been working hard at enrolment and spreading the news about the “values” of a KBS education. Our parent 
discussion groups and new Marketing and Enrolment committee have provided invaluable feedback, a highlight of which 
is listed below: 
     Values:    KBS helps develop a strong work ethic 
                    "Whole child" approach, developing more than just academics 
                    Developing self worth and self confidence in our students 
                    Safe environment 
                    Feeling of being part of a community or family 
     We need to continue to highlight some of the benefits, including the I.B. Programme and our CAT test results.  KBS 
has been accepted as an I.B. candidate school and is currently pursuing authorization as an I.B. World School for our 
Middle School programme.  This programme provides a frame work of academic challenges and life skills that 
embraces, yet transcends, traditional school subjects.  Intercultural awareness and global citizenship are central to the 
programme.   
      The CAT test enables us to evaluate our teaching resources, our curriculum and helps us predict areas of strengths 
and improvements in our students.  This information is one of the tools that assists our teachers in designing 
programmes that promote effective learning.  Last year, KBS scored in the top 20th percentile  of all participating 
schools (both public, private, and independent) across Canada. 
     As we move closer to summer holidays, we look forward to continuing to promote our school and inspire families to 
spread the word about the great things happening at KBS.     

  ����
Pat Dasovic 

Spread the word about KBS! 
 

Help us fill KBS with wonderful students.  Direct prospective parents to our website, or better yet, bring 
families to visit the school to see our students and staff in person.  Seeing is believing!  Friday assemblies 

are wonderful times to introduce someone to KBS and personal tours can be arranged any time.      
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Parent Council News 

      

 

                                      PC Council fo r 2008/2009 
President/Shop and Support Coordinator - Erin Teas 
Vice President/Milk Program Coordinator - Mary Louise MacIsaac 
Past President - Pat Dasovic 
Treasurer - Debbie Blechta   Secretary - Kelly Fletcher   
Lunch Program Coordinator - Lorna Allen Historical Committee - Marianne Surmann 
Pizza - Diana Meneguzzi   Bake Sale - Laura Roye  
Athletic Wear/Used Clothing/Grade Parent Rep Coordinator - Liise Keeling 
    

Shop and Support  
     With $7,500 raised for KBS from gift cards so far this year, we still need our families to commit to 

purchasing their gift cards regularly so we can reach our $10,000 goal!  Every $250 grocery card raises 
$10 for our school. Remember to stock up on your summer gardening and BBQ needs and preorder your 

supply of gift cards before June 10th. 

Bradford Greenhouses 
     Bradford Greenhouses provides financial assistance to schools by donating 5% of all sales back to our 
organization. KBS families and friends must advise the cashier PRIOR to inputting the sale that you are 

wanting your purchases to be credited to KBS.  Last year our families purchased over $6,000 at Bradford, 
with a cheque for $320 being issued to us at the end of the year. What a great way to beautify your homes 

and support your children’s school at the same time. 

Carnival  
     On June 10th,  our 10th Anniversary Alumni Reunion and Carnival Day will be held from  

3:30 – 7:00 p.m. on Griffin Field.  Tickets will be $25 per child which includes a hot dog, drink, sno-cone, 
cotton candy, chips and unlimited fun on over one dozen fantastic carnival games.  This year’s carnival 

will be bigger and better, with more games and activities for all ages.   
Please sign up at the Main Office to volunteer. 

Barrie Colts Night 
  On February 12th our KBS families cheered the Colts to a victory over Owen Sound, with our choir having 

the honour of singing the national anthem.  Over 320 tickets were sold that night raising $ 2448 for our 
school.  To top it off we raised an additional $150 for the 3 goals scored that night.  Way to GO KBS! 

Second Bingo Night  
     Another fantastic night of KBS families enjoying 
friends and 12 games of Bingo raised an additional 
$400 for our school.  Thank you again for coming out 
and playing, we look forward to having more Bingo 
nights next year! 

Bead and Tea  
     After 4 nights and 72 bracelets being made we 
can definitely say our Mothers’ Day beading party 
was a huge success.  A big thank you to Loreli 
Cockram and Big Village beads for supplying our 
beads for our bracelets, and educating us on fair 
trade and earth friendly recycled glass beads.  

Thank You  
Thank you to all our volunteers who helped make this year such a success.   

A special thank you to Patti Corson and Mom’s Restaurant on Bell Farm Road for providing our  
hot lunch selections this year.   
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     Grayson Repp and Cassandra Morrice, both graduating from Claremont Secondary School this year, have 
accepted swimming scholarships to Arizona State University for Fall 2009. Arizona State University is a 
Division 1 NCAA School in the PAC-10 conference, considered to be the top swimming and diving conference 
in the US.  Both swimmers are coming off of excellent short course seasons, with very strong results at 2009 
Spring Nationals in Toronto, and selection to Team BC for the 2009 Canada Summer Games in PEI. 
     Congratulations to Grayson and Cassie on their accomplishments. We wish them all the best in their 
academic and athletic endeavours in Tempe, Arizona and look forward to their return each year to Island 
Swimming from May to August! 
 
 

Cassie Morrice signs letter of intent to study and compete at Arizona State  
April 24, 2009   

 
     The Arizona State women's swimming and diving team has added a new recruit for their already stellar 
2009-10 signing class. Cassie Morrice has signed a national letter of intent to 
study and compete at Arizona State University, announces head swimming 
coach Michael Chasson.  
     Coming to Tempe from Victoria, B.C., Morrice is a welcome addition in 
what assistant swimming coach Kyle Schack has dubbed as one of the all-
time best Sun Devil recruiting classes. A fast 200 and 500 freestyler, Morrice 
has consistently been dropping her times over the past five months. Not only 
will Morrice compete in the individual events, but she will be looked upon as a 
strong relay swimmer as well.  
     Recently, Morrice, who currently competes for Island Swimming, was 
recently selected to represent her home province for the 2009 Canada 
Summer Games.  At the Canadian Spring Nationals, Morrice placed sixth in 
the 400 free.  
     "Cassie is dangerous in the middle-distance freestyles," said assistant 
swimming coach and women's recruiter Schack. "Her goal is to be on the 
Canadian National Team.  She will be on the 4 x 200 free relay and in about 
two years she'll make the 4x100 relay."  
     Cassie Morrice attended KBS for Grade 3 and Grade 4 and is a member of the Morrice Founding Family.  
Cassie participated on the Barrie Trojan swim team when she lived here.  Cassie and her brother Aidan and 
parents Janet and Brandon moved to Victoria, B.C. during the third year of the school’s operation. 
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KBS At Work and Play 
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KBS is committed to  
providing an  

exemplary education that 
empowers  

students to embrace their 
personal potential as  

productive and  
responsible global  

citizens. 

MISSION  
STATEMENT 

576 Bryne Drive 
Barrie, ON  L4N 9P6 
Tel: (705) 739-4731 

www.kempenfeltbayschool.ca 


