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success 

A Message from the Head of School 

Just The Facts: KBS is Ahead of the Curve 

     

     Providing the environment to unlock each student‘s potential is a mandate 
of our KBS faculty and staff.  The first term of this school year has been 
another shining example of this at work.   
     It is well established that at the centre of our program is the academic 
focus, which creates a framework for students to individually excel, as they 
work toward mastering each subject.  Nevertheless, as a small school, our 
demands are high and our ability to support each student is at the core of 
their personal growth, and is at the root of our success as a school.  
Consistently achieving scores above the 80

th
 percentile on the nationally 

ranked CAT test is an empirical measurement, but we must highlight the 
teamwork that is demonstrated by our students, staff and parents through each week and in the 
coming pages, as the true measurement of our community‘s conviction for success. 
     As the publicly funded schools come under considerable and increasing criticism about the 
education they provide, KBS is moving forward to build on our strengths of individual care, academic 
accomplishment, personal growth and global empathy.  We are ahead of the curve, and with the 
support of our KBS community we will continue to blaze new trails. 

 
 
 
 
 
          Andy Rodford 
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A Message from the Associate Head of School 

How Boys and Girls Learn Differently  

     Recently, there has been a lot of buzz about the possible creation of an all boy public 
school in Toronto.  Heads of fellow member Independent schools, Sterling Hall and 
Upper Canada College, both boys‘ schools, have been quoted in the papers supporting 
this idea.  There has long been an argument about single sex education and how it 
complements the different learning styles between boys and girls.  To help you truly understand the 

differences, I have outlined some below.  Take a look.  It is interesting reading! 
     Males and females see things differently.  Male and female eyes are not organized in the 
same way. The composition of the male eye makes it attuned to motion and direction. Boys 
interpret the world as objects moving through space. The teacher should move around the 
room constantly and be that object.  The male eye is also drawn to cooler colors like silver, 
blue, black, grey, and brown. It‘s no accident boys tend to create pictures of moving objects 
like spaceships, cars, and trucks in dark colors instead of drawing the happy colourful family, 

like girls in their class. 
     The female eye, on the other hand, is drawn to textures and colors. It‘s also oriented toward warmer 
colors—reds, yellow, oranges—and visuals with more details, like faces. To engage girls, the teacher doesn‘t 

need to move as much, if at all. Girls work well in circles, facing each other. Using 
descriptive phrases and lots of color in overhead presentations or on the chalkboard 
gets their attention.  
     Boys and girls also hear differently. When someone speaks in a loud tone, girls 
interpret it as yelling. They think you‘re mad and can shut down. Girls have a more 
finely tuned aural structure; they can hear higher frequencies than boys and are more 

sensitive to sounds. Girls‘ teachers should watch the tone of their voices while boys‘ 
teachers should sound matter of fact, even excited.  
     A boy‘s autonomic nervous system causes them to be more alert when they‘re 
standing, moving, and the room temperature is around 69 degrees. Stress in boys, he 
says, tends to increase blood flow to their brains, a process that helps them stay 
focused. This won‘t work for girls, who are more focused seated in a warmer room 
around 75 degrees. Girls also respond to stress differently. When exposed to threat 
and confrontation, blood goes to their guts, leaving them feeling nervous or anxious. 
     Boys will rise to a risk and tend to overestimate their abilities. Teachers can help them by getting them to 
be more realistic about results. Girls shy away from risk, which is exactly why lots of girls‘ programs began in 
the private sector. Teachers can help them learn to take risks in an atmosphere where they feel confident 
about doing so. 
     At Kempenfelt Bay School, we are always looking for ways to design our classroom environment to suit 
the learning styles of not only boys and girls as a group, but each student as an individual.  It is helpful 
though, if you as parents, have an idea of how your child learns best and what the typical learning curve is for 
him or her.  For instance, most people know that girls learn to read and write sooner than boys.  Girls like to 
be organized, boys have trouble with organization.  Boys like hands-on approaches to learning, girls can 
readily interpret information presented in print. These of course are generalizations, but always something to 
consider in setting up the optimal learning environment. 
     Parent-Teacher interviews are fast approaching.  All students from JK to Grade 8 will be involved in 
portfolio interviews, which will include a collection of their work.  Take the time to really involve yourself in the 
discussion and ask your child how they like to work best, what type of lessons appeal, 
and what atmosphere in the classroom is most productive for them.  Seek out these 
answers so that you can better understand the learning style of your child(ren).  Armed 
with this information, you can better establish work areas and schedules at home.  You 
can also share this information with future teachers, facilitating easier transitions from 
grade to grade, elementary to secondary and beyond. 
     For further information, try reading one of the following: Boys and Girls Learn 
Differently, by Michael Gurian, or Raising Cain, by Michael Thompson. 
 
Susan Davidson 
Associate Head of School 
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Calendar of Events 2009-2010 

DECEMBER APRIL 

4 Reports home 2 Good Friday—No Classes 

4 Last day to order Vista cards for the holidays 5 Easter Monday - No Classes 

11 Interview Day—No Classes 18 ISMF Music Festival 

16 Holiday Musical at 7 p.m. 30 Volunteer Tea 

18 Holiday Pancake Breakfast MAY 

18 Last Day of Classes - Holidays begin at 11:30 3 Music Monday 

JANUARY 7 KBS Wine & Cheese Event 

5 Classes Resume 14 Grandparents‘ Day 

29 Spirit Day Skating Party 21 Victoria Day Weekend - No Classes 

FEBRUARY 24 Victoria Day Weekend - No Classes 

10 Science Fair at 6:30 28 Final Ribbon Assembly 

12 Mid-Term Break - No Classes JUNE 

15 Mid-Term Break - No Classes 4 Primary Musical 

24 Middle School Poetry Cafe 7 Sports Day 

26 Term End Assembly 14 Graduation Dinner 

26 Reports home 16 Talent Show 

MARCH  16 Alumni Carnival Day 

5 Interview Day—No Classes 17 Last Day of School 

8 March Break begins—No Classes 18 Reports home 

22 Classes Resume 18 Prize Day at 10 a.m. 

    

Stay tuned for our Family Bingo Night and Tailgate Tubing Party coming in the New Year! 

 

 

Our Annual Giving Campaign, now called The Griffin Fund, is underway.  This year’s goal is 
to raise $250,000, or 10% of revenue.   

Thank you to everyone who has already participated! 
 

If you have yet to participate please do so before the holiday break to ensure the  
receipt of a 2009 tax receipt. 

Every gift counts! 
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